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P R I V A T E  A N D  C O N F I D E N T I A L P C C  P a p e r  N o .5 0 8 0

N o m in a t io n s  C o m m it t e e  R e p o r t

T h e  N o m in a t io n s  C o m m it te e  h a s  n o w  c o m p le te d  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  in te r v ie w in g  ca n d id a tes  for  
th e  r o le  o f  p u b lic  C o m m is s io n e r . W e  r e c e iv e d  a lm o s t  3 0 0 0  a p p lic a t io n s . W ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  
o f  L u c in d a  B o lto n , th e  in d e p e n d e n t  a s s e s s o r  (w h o  h a s  o v e r s e e n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  th e  p r o c e s s ) ,  
th e  N o m in a t io n s  C o m m it te e  is  n o w  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  m a k e  its  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  t o  th e  

C o m m is s io n .

T h e r e  are th r e e  cu rren t v a c a n c ie s .  T h e  N o m in a t io n s  C o m m itte e  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  

f o l lo w in g  a p p o in tm e n ts , w h ic h  it  n o w  a sk s  th e  C o m m is s io n  to  ra tify .

L o r d  G r a d e  o f  Y a r m o u t h
M ic h a e l G ra d e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  o f  C h a n n e l 4  a n d  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C h a irm a n  o f  
IT V . H e  n o w  h a s  a  p o r t f o l io  c a reer , as w e l l  a s  r u n n in g  h is  o w n  b u s in e s s  d e v e lo p in g  

th e a tr ic a l v e n tu r e s .

M ic h a e l  S m y t h  C B E
H e  h a s  r e c e n t ly  re tired  a s  a  S e n io r  P artn er o f  C lif fo r d  C h a n c e , w h e r e  h e  d e v e lo p e d  i t s  p ro  
bono  d iv is io n  (fo r  w h ic h  h e  r e c e iv e d  h is  C B E ) , w h ic h  b e c a m e  th e  w o r ld ’s la r g e st  fr e e  le g a l  

a d v iso r y  p r a c t ic e .

H is  H o n o u r  J u d g e  J e r e m y  R o b e r t s  Q C
J e r e m y  R o b e r ts  is  c u r r e n tly  a  P e r m a n e n t  J u d g e  a t th e  C e n tra l C r im in a l C o u rt, an d  a u th o n se d  
to  s it  o n  C o u rt o f  A p p e a l , a s  w e l l  a s  b e in g  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  P a r o le  B o a r d . H e  w i l l  re tire  th is

m o n th . -

T h e  N o m in a t io n s  C o m m it te e  a ls o  r e c o m m e n d s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  t w o  c a n d id a te s  p r o v is io n a lly  to  
f i l l  a n y  v a c a n c ie s  th a t m a y  a r is e  in  th e  n e x t  s e v e r a l m o n th s . It a sk s  th e  C o m m is s io n  to  ratify  

th e m  at th is  s ta g e .

N e i l  W a t t s
H e  is  th e  cu rren t D e p u ty  C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  A S A ,  a n d  h a s  h a d  a  lo n g  c a r e e r  as a  h e a d tea ch er  

b e fo r e  b e c o m in g  a  c o n s u lta n t  h e a d te a c h e r  at S u f f o lk  C o u n ty  C o u n c il .
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C h a r le s  A n s o n  . ___ .
H e  i s  a s tr a te g ic  c o m m im ic a t io n s  c o n su lta n t, w h o  -  h a v in g  c o m e  fr o m  a d ip lo m  ti 
b a c k g r o u n d  -  w a s  P r e s s  S e c r e ta r y  to  th e  Q u e e n  b e tw e e n  1 9 9 0  an d  1 9 9 7  b e fo r e  m o v in g  in to

th e  p r iv a te  se c to r .

T h e  a p p o in tm e n ts  p r o c e s s  to o k  s tr o n g ly  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  P C C , as w e l l  as 
d u e  reg a rd  to  e q u a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  an d  d iv e r s ity . T h e r e  w a s  o n e  fu rth er  ca n d id a te  w h o  
im p r e s s e d  th e  C o m m itte e ;  B a r o n e s s  J e a n  C o n s s in s  (fo r m e r  C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  o f  th e  P o r tm a n  
G r o u p ). It is  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t sh e  b e  c o n s id e r e d  to  s it  o n  th e  n e w ly  fo r m e d  R e v ie w  

C o m m itte e , ch a r g e d  w it h  c o n d u c t in g  a n  a n n u a l a u d it  o f  th e  P C C  s w o r k .

T h e  N o m in a t io n s  C o m m it te e  a sk s  th e  C o m m is s io n  to  r a t ify  it s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .

W e  w o u ld ,  o f  c o u r s e , a s k  th a t th e  n a m e s  o f  a p p o in te e s  b e  k e p t  s tr ic t ly  c o n f id e n t ia l a t th is  

s ta g e .
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(vi) The Commission formally approved (subject to individual queries on 
specific complaints raised with the office) the following PCC Papers, 
which had contained draft adjudications for Commissioners’ 
ratification or otherwise; 5042, 5043, 5044, 5045, 5046, 5047, 5048, 
5049, 5050, 5051, 5052, 5053, 5054, 5055, 5056, 5057, 5058, 5059, 
5060, 5061, 5063, 5064, 5065, 5066, 5068, 5069, 5070, 5071. A ll 
papers had been circulated since the previous Commission meeting.

5. Nominations Committee Report

The Chairman presented a report to Commissioners about the nomination o f  
new public Commission members. She noted that there had been almost 3,000  
applicants and that, with the assistance o f Lucinda Bolton, the independent 
assessor, the Nominations Committee (Baroness Buscom be, Ian Nichol and 
Prof Ian Walden) was now  in a position to put forward its preferred candidates 
for the Commission’s ratification.

After discussion, the follow ing candidates were approved for membership of 
the Press Complaints Commission:

Lord Grade o f Yarmouth CBE
Michael Smyth CBE
His Hon Judge Jeremy Roberts QC

It was agreed that two further candidates would be approved to fill vacancies in 
the next tw elve months. It was suggested that a further candidate should be 
approached to sit on the newly-formed Review Committee, charged with 
conducting an annual audit for the PCC’s work.

Editors’ Code Committee M eeting Report

The Director reported on the latest meeting o f  the Editors’ Code o f  Practice 
Committee, which he had attended.

Chairman and Director’s meetings

Commissioners received an update on appointments undertaken by the 
Chairman and Director.
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