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Shelina A k h ta r :  W i l l  The T ru th  Em erge?

James Frankcom: As the rum ou rs  s u rro u n d in g  the pos ition  o f T o w e r H am le ts 
C o u n c illo r  Shelina A k h ta r  c ircu la te , East L o n d o n  News has spoken exclusive ly 
w ith  C l l r  Shelina A k h ta r  herself.

C l l r  A k h ta r  expla ined th a t legal advice has p revented h e r fro m  co un te rin g  the 
negative p resum ptions and false ru m o u rs  th a t are c u rre n tly  be ing  spread in  the 
m edia. She to ld  us th a t she w i l l  be in  a pos ition  to exp la in  some o f the 
m isunderstand ings presented as fac t in  the press soon. She also in d ica ted  she 
m ay w e ll resign he r counc il seat a fte r the case has concluded, because o f the 
stress caused by  the m edia  frenzy.

Press reports  allege th a t C l l r  A k h ta r  has tw ice  been convicted o f bene fit fra u d , 
had suble t h e r housing association f ia t  w h ile  c la im ing  benefits on i t  and had even 
changed h e r name fro m  A k h ta r  to “ A k ta r ”  in  an alleged a ttem p t to  h ide  h e r past 
fro m  the p u b lic . E L N  has d iscovered th a t the re  are exp lanations fo r  C l l r  
A k h ta r ’ s actions.

Shelina A k h ta r  was elected to represent the people o f S p ita lfie lds  &  B ang la tow n  
in  M a y  2010 and fo r  counc il purposes gave he r address as 37 Toynbee Street, E l  
in  th a t same w a rd . E L N  now  understands th is  is in  fac t the home o f h e r m o the r, 
w ho  is in  p o o r health . W ith in  tw o  m onths o f  being elected, C l l r  A k h ta r  was 
s tand ing  in  Tham es M ag is tra tes ’ C o u rt charged w ith  th ree  counts o f  benefits 
fra u d  and fra u d  by false represen ta tion  re la tin g  to  a Swan H ousing  A ssocia tion  
p ro p e rty  leased in  he r name in  B la c k w a ll W a y , E14.

E L N  understands th a t the B la c k w a ll W a y  f ia t  was always C l l r  A k h ta r ’ s m a in  
abode, b u t because she w an ted  to  avo id  the social stigm a in  h e r co m m u n ity  
w h ic h  w o u ld  a ttach to  a single w om an liv in g  alone, she reco rded  Toynbee S treet 
as h e r o ff ic ia l address. W ith  h e r m o th e r u n w e ll and since the death o f  h e r fa th e r, 
C l l r  A k h ta r  had been de facto  head o f  h e r fa m ily  and, as such, had to  spend 
m uch tim e  a t the fa m ily  home.

I t  has since been reported  th a t w h ils t she was “ liv in g ”  a t Toynbee S treet, C l l r  
A k h ta r  was also a llegedly sub le tting  he r socia l housing p ro p e rty  a t 112 
B la c k w a ll W a y  w h ile  -  i t  has been c la im ed -  rece iv ing  H ous ing  and C o u nc il T a x  
B ene fit fo r  it .

W h a t is tru e  is th a t C l l r  Shelina A k h ta r  was fou n d  g u ilty  on th ree  counts o f 
d e fra u d ing  the p u b lic  at Tham es M ag is tra tes  C o u rt in  J u ly  2010 and sentenced 
to 100 hours co m m u n ity  service. She was also made to pay £250 costs.

A t  some p o in t d u r in g  2010 the spe lling  o f  h e r surnam e began to  be changed in  
o ff ic ia l docum ents fro m  being spelt “ A k h ta r ”  to “ A k ta r ” . In  a m o tio n  tab led  to 
the C o u nc il and in  a le tte r w r it te n  to the ch ie f legal o ffic e r o f the council, the 
C onservative  G ro up  cla im s th is  was “ a ruse”  to  avo id  p u b lic  association w ith  h e r 
J u ly  2010 conv ic tion  u n d e r the name “ A k h ta r ” . C l l r  A k h ta r  has to ld  us th a t she 
w i l l  exp la in  w h a t happened a fte r he r co u rt case concludes on 6 th  F e b ru a ry ,
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C ll r  A k h ta r  received the s tanda rd  backbench c o u n c illo r ’ s a llowance o f  £10,065 
p e r ye a r fro m  T o w e r H am lets. She also w o rke d  p a rt- tim e  w o rk  a t T o w e r 
H am le ts  College. A cco rd in g  to T o w e r H am le ts Benefits C a lcu la to r, i t  w o u ld  
appear the c o u n c illo r (even w ith o u t h e r p a r t  tim e  jo b  being taken  in to  account) 
w o u ld  no t have been e lig ib le  to  receive any benefits. C l l r  A k h ta r  has to ld  us th a t 
she c la im ed o n ly  benefits w h ich  she believes she was en titled  to. W e  expect the 
c o u n c illo r to be able to give a fu l l  exp lana tion  a fte r 6 th  F e b ru a ry .

The hea ring  in  F e b ru a ry  w i l l  deal w ith  a second ro u n d  o f charges, th a t C l l r  
A k h ta r  fa ile d  “ to  n o tify  changes to  he r c ircum stances”  -  also in  re la tio n  to 
rece iv ing  benefits a t the B la c k w a ll W a y  p ro p e rty . E a r lie r  th is  m on th , C l l r  
A k h ta r  p leaded g u ilty  to the new charges against her. She is now  a w a iting  
sentencing. I f  she is sentenced to th ree  m onths (o r m ore) im p riso n m e n t, i t  fo llow s 
th a t u n d e r the Section 80 o f the L o ca l G ove rnm en t A c t (1972) th a t h e r counc il 
seat w o u ld  become vacant and a by-e lection  m ust be called. I f  the sentence is 
non-custod ia l o r fo r  less than  three m onths, then  there  is no legal o b lig a tio n  fo r  
h e r to vacate he r seat.

P o lit ic a l leaders in  the B orough  have ca lled on C l l r  A k h ta r  to  resign h e r seat, 
regardless o f h e r sentence -  thus fo rc in g  ano the r w in te r  by-e lection  on the people 
o f S p ita lfie lds  &  B ang la tow n.

M a y o r  L u t fu r  R ahm an com m ented: “ As I  have consistently made c lear, elected 
p o litic ia ns  and p u b lic  servants have a m o ra l and legal d u ty  to  abide by the 
h ighest s tandards o f personal conduct. The counc il takes a tough  stance against 
the misuse o f p u b lic  funds. T h a t is w h y  despite the fac t th a t C l l r  A k ta r  is n o t 
p a r t  o f  any o ff ic ia l g roup  I  have asked h e r to  resign he r seat as a c o u n c illo r as 
w e ll as to  re tu rn  the benefit overpaym ent.”

C llr .  P ete r Golds, Lea d e r o f the C onservative  counc illo rs , has fo rm a lly  w r it te n  to 
the C o u nc il dem and ing  th a t A k h ta r  is im m ed ia te ly  suspended fro m  the counc il 
because he r continued  invo lvem ent is “ b r in g in g  the council in  to d is repu te .”

C l l r  Josh Peck, Leader o f the L a b o u r councilo rs , has said, “ In  m ost loca l 
au tho ritie s  i t  w o u ld  be inconceivable  th a t she d id n ’ t  resign on the f ir s t  occasion.”  
C l l r  Peck has no t com m ented on L a b o u r ’ s ro le  in  selecting C l l r  A k h ta r  as a 
cand idate  in  the f ir s t  place.

C l l r  A k h ta r  was elected as a L a b o u r C o u n c illo r  in  M a y  2010. She was ve tted  by 
a team  fro m  the G re a te r L o n d o n  L a b o u r P a rty  and was deemed to be a su itab le  
candidate. U sua lly  B orough  L a b o u r P arties select th e ir  ow n candidates, b u t 
L o n d o n  L a b o u r P a rty  bosses p u lled  ra n k  over the T o w e r H am le ts P a rty  and 
chose a ll its  candidates in  the B orough  -  in s is ting  th a t i t  was m ore  com petent to 
do so tha n  loca l m em bers. Th is  is the second tim e  th a t a cand idate  w ho  received 
a pos itive  ve ttin g  fro m  the L o n d o n  L a b o u r P a rty  has come a croppe r. A lth o u g h  
there  has been no sign o f a re th in k  on procedures a t L a b o u r P a rty  H Q , the 
R eg iona l D ire c to r w ho  supervised the process, K en  C la rk , was exiled to  Scotland 
some m onths ago.
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C ll r  A k h ta r  resigned fro m  the L a b o u r P a rty  in  Septem ber 2010 and now  sits as 
an Independen t counc illo r.

As the dust fro m  the C l l r  A k h ta r  a ffa ir  settles dow n, E L N  is asking  the question: 
i f  one co u n c illo r is able to  conceal past conv ic tions fro m  the loca l a u th o r ity  -  
cou ld  there  be m ore? W e believe the people o f T o w e r H am le ts have the  r ig h t  to 
kn ow  i f  th e ir  elected representatives are the rec ip ien ts  o f social housing and 
w h e th e r they are rece iv ing  any benefits fro m  the a u th o r ity  th a t is also pay ing  
th e ir  allowances.

W e have w r it te n  on y o u r  b eh a lf to  each o f  the 50 o th e r counc illo rs  a t T o w e r 
H am le ts , asking  a series o f s im ple questions th a t p u t on reco rd  th e ir  dom estic 
c ircum stances and help b r in g  closure to the m ed ia  speculation.

W e asked each co un c illo r:

A re  you  the au thorised  tenant o f e ithe r a counc il o r  housing association 
p ro pe rty?

I f  so, are you  o r  have you  ever sub le t th a t p ro p e rty  to ano the r person?

H ave you  c la im ed e ith e r H ousing  B ene fit o r  C o u nc il T a x  B ene fit w h ile  se rv ing  as 
a co u n c illo r a t T o w e r Ham lets?

So fa r  we have received responses fro m  abou t a q u a rte r o f the council. W e sha ll 
p r in t  th e ir  responses to these questions and expose those w ho  refuse to  be open 
w ith  th e ir  e lectorate in  the next issue o f the East L o n d o n  News.
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