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C o lu m n ists
P ro b le m ; H e a th r o w ’s in  th e  w ro n g  p la c e

K it  M a ltho use
November 23 2007 12:00AM

#

O t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  c a n  m o v e  t h e i r  a i r p o r t s .  I t  w o u l d  

t a k e  v i s i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t ,  b u t  w e  c a n  t o o

In  p o litic s , as in  life , y o u  h ave to  k n ow  w h en  to  stop  d igg in g . O nce a fu n d am en tal 
m istak e h a s b een  m ad e, n o  am ou n t o f  co sm etics, n ew  in itia tiv es or im p rovem en ts 
can  overcom e th e  b a sic  trag ic error. T his is  n ow h ere m ore tru e th an  on  th e is su e  o f  
H eath row . -

T erm in al 5 , th e  th ird  runw ay, C rossrail, th e  OFT in q u iry  in to  BAA’s  m on op oly  — 
a ll o f  th em  are m isgu id ed  p o litica l a ttem p ts to  ^ o s s  over th e  m assivej ca tastrop liic  
flaw  th a t d ogs H eath row  an d  m ean s it  w ill n ever, ever h e  w h at B ritain  w an ts an d  • 
n eed s it  to  be.

A fter d ecad es o f  a v ia tion  m isery , cam p aign in g an d  p ro test, it  is  tim e  to  face th e  
tru th  an d  ad m it th e  p rob lem : H eath row  is  in  th e  w rong p lace.

Y ou n eed  tw o v ita l in g red ien ts for a su ccessfu l in tern ation a l airport: th e right w in d  
an d  lo a d s o f sp ace. H eath row  h as n eith er. T he p revailin g  w in d  in  L ondon is  
w esterly . A ircraft h a v e to  lan d  in to  w ind; so  aU th o se  m a ssiv e  b ea sts (and  th ey  are 
gettin g  b igger every  year) h ave to  turn  in  righ t over C entral L ondon. T he n o ise  
th ey  ca u se  m ean s o n ly  a lim ited  num ber o f flig h ts can  lan d  b efore 6am  or after  
11 .3 0 pm . B ut as th e resid en ts o f W andsw orth  or E alin g w ill te ll you , it  on ly  tak es  
on e p la n e  com in g over a t 4 am  to  w ake you  u p  and ru in  you r day.

H eath row  is  a lso  trap p ed . H em m ed  in  b y  th e  M 4 , M 25  an d  th e  A3 0 , surrou n ded  
b y  th ou san d s o f  resid en ts, ou r p rem ier a irport h as n ow h ere to  go and can on ly  
cram  m ore an d  m ore in to  w h at little  sp ace is  availab le.

A dd to  th is  so m e tru ly  id io tic  p lan n in g  d ecisio n s from  th e  1950 s  (W ho d ecid ed  to  
p u t th e  term in a ls in  th e  m id d le  o f th e  a irfield , so  th e  m ain  access h ad  to  b e  
th rou gh  a tin y  tu n n el? ) an d  you  h a v e w h at is  com m on ly  regarded  as on e o f  
B ritain ’s greatest p lan n in g  d isasters.

http://www.thetimes. co.uk/tto/law/ columnists/article2046695.ece 06/02/2012
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C o lu m n ists
A  h o m e  f o r  th e  h o m e le s s

K it M althouse
December 15 200712:00AM

R e n t  a  f e w  f l a t s ,  t h e n  l e t  t h e m  f r e e  t o  t h o s e  s l e e p i n g  

r o u g h .  I t  w o r k s  i n  A m e r i c a ,  s o  w h y  n o t  h e r e ?

Every C hristm as w e  s e e  tw o  w arring cam ps lo o sin g  a v o lley  o f a ccu sation s a t each  
oth er. T h e cause: w h at to  do ab ou t rou gh  sleep ers. M ake n o m istak e, th is d eb ate is  
a m atter o f  life  an d  d eath . L ife exp ectan cy on  th e  stree t is  as low  as 4 2 .

O n o n e s id e  stan d  so m e L ondon  b orou gh s an d  h o m eless ch arities w ho fee l th at th e  
p len tifu l vo lu n teer so u p  ru n s in  th e  cap ita l serve on ly  to k eep  p eo p le  on  th e  
streets. O pposing th em  are K en L iv in gston e, th e  M ayor o f L ondon, an d  oth er  
ch arities, w ho argu e th a t tiy in g  to  m ak e su ch  so u p  runs illeg a l is  co ld -h earted  and  
w ill lea d  to  starvation . B ut b o th  s id es h ave m issed  th e  p o ten tia l o f o n e  n ovel — 
so m e m igh t say  ou trageou s — so lu tio n  te sted  in  A m erica.

T en  years ago th e  rou gh  sleep in g  p op u la tion  in  E ngland  w as m ore than  2,0 0 0  a  
n igh t. S in ce th en  a  com b in ation  o f  govern m en t focu s, lo ts  o f m on ey  and greater co  
-op era tion  b etw een  b orou gh s and ch arities h as cau sed  th e se  num bers to  fa ll by  
tw o th ird s. M ost n ew  arrivals tod ay  w ill sp en d  few er th an  fou r n igh ts on  th e  street, 
an d  it’s  v ita l to  k eep  th a t nu m ber low . A fter liv in g  rough for m ore th a n  a cou p le o f  
w eek s, h ab its are form ed , ad d iction s are acquired  or exacerbated  and rescu e  
b eco in es even  m ore d ifficu lt.

In  L ondon  w e are n o w  dow n to  th e  fam iliar h ard core cases w ho h ave refu sed  so  far 
to  b e  h elp ed . B ut th e se  ch ron ic rough sleep ers are a  tou gh  group to  h elp . T he lik es  
o f  Ed M itch ell, th e  form er IT N  p resen ter, driven  o n  to  th e  streets b y  h u ge d eb ts is  
a  rarity. M ost are ca su a ltie s o f en cou n ters w ith  th e  S tate (60  p er cen t h ave eith er  
b een  in  care, th e  A rm y, p r iso n  or all th ree), 70  p er cen t h ave m en ta l h ea lth  
p rob lem s, 80  p er cen t h ave a d rin k  or a drugs p rob lem . S u sp iciou s, p aranoid  and  
often  irration al, th ey  liv e  a ch aotic  an d  b ru tal life , o n e  35  tim es m ore lik ely  to  en d  
in  su ic id e.

G ettin g  th em  in sid e  is  a d raw n-ou t p rocess o f  con tact, fam iliarisa tion , fla ttery  and  
p ersu asion , th e  a ssu m p tion  b ein g  th a t th e  sy stem  th a t h as w orked  w ell th u s far 
sh o u ld  w ork for th e se  rem ain in g  hard  cases; w e ju st n eed  to  w ork h ard er on  th em . 
T h is lo g ic  is  flaw ed . In stead , w e  n eed  a  rad ical n ew  approach.

http://www.tlietimes,co.uk/tto/law/cx)lumiiists/article2046754.ece 06/02/2012
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C o lu m n ists
L e t ’s  g et b u ild in g  u n d e r g r o u n d

K it M a ith o u se
. February 26 2008 12:00AM

L o n d o n  h a s  a  t r e a s u r y  o f  u n u s e d  t u n n e l s .  W h y  n o t  

U ise  t h e m ,  l i k e  o t h e r  c i t i e s  d o ?

S o lu tio n s to  urban sp a ce  p rob lem s u su a lly  in vo lve a m ere rearran gem en t o f w h a t 
can  b e  seen . In L ondon, th e  n eed  to  crain  m ore an d  m ore in to  a  fix ed  sp ace  
d em an d s “th in k in g b ig ”, w h ich  h a s  h eco m e a eu p h em ism  for “th in k in g  up”, l i i  th e  
cap ita l, as in  o th er c itie s , d evelop ers are trying to  fit  as m uch  as th ey  can  b etw een  
th e  earth  and th e  sky.

T h ere are litera lly  d o zen s o f  slg^scraper p rojects p la n n ed  or u n der w a y  across 
L on d on , m ost n iee tih g  w ith  th e  eager approval o f  th e  m ayor. B u t ta ll b u ild in gs in  
th e  'wrong p lace can  b e  a b ig  p rob lem , dw arfing th e  vern acu lar arch itectu re, 
b lock in g  l i ^ t  and h isto r ic  ■views, and  creatin g  an  in h u m an  city scap e o f  g lass and  
ste e l. In  fa ct U n esco  is  so  a larm ed  b y  th e  p o ssib le  tran sform ation  o f L ondon's 
sk y lin e th a t th ere h a s b een  ta lk  o f p u ttin g  th e  W orld  H eritage s ite s  o f  W estm in ster  
an d  th e  T ow er o f  L on d on  o n  its  d an ger lis t, a lon gsid e th o se  in  w ar zo n es su ch  as 
Sam arra in  Iraq an d  th e  m in aret a t Jam  in  A fghan istan .

I f  w e accep t th at th ere  are p rob lem s w ith  b u ild in g  u p , perh ap s it's tim e  to  con sid er  
lo o k in g  dow n -  n o t a t our fee t, b u t a t th e  ground  b en eath . M aybe w e sh ou ld  start 
th in k in g  about w h a t can  b e  d o n e "with w h at w e can 't see .

O ver th e  p ast few  d ecad es, L ondon's flirta tion  'w ith b u ild in g  b elow  grou n d  h as  
b een  a t b e st h alf-h earted ; th e  cap ita l is  littered  -with ab an don ed  underground  
cavern s an d  tu n n els b u ilt in  m ore ad ven tu rou s an d  in g en io u s tim es.

U n su rp risin gly , it  w a s th e  V ictorian s w ho first ex p lo ited  th e  p o ssib ilitie s  p resen ted  
b y  w h at lie s  b en eath . In  i 8 6 0  th ey  cu t th e  first so d  o n  w hat w as to  b ecom e th e  
H ^ m e r s m ith  & C ily  L ine an d , in  th e  80  years th a t fo llow ed  u n til th e  Second  
W orld  W ar, th e b u lk  o f  th e T ube w e k n ow  tod ay w as created .

T oo m u ch  tim e cow erin g  in  th e  dark firom th e  L uftw affe m ad e u s u n easy , th ou gh , 
afid  gave u s a se n se  th a t th e  so a rin g  arch itectu re o f  th e  N ew  W orld h eld  th e k ey  to  
u rb an  U top ia . S in ce th e  w ar th ere  h a s b een  a slo w  retreat from  life  b e lo w  ground.

f liA f im o o  m iiV/t+n/la'vi7/f'r»lntnnictc/5»rtif>lf»0n4ARQfi 0 6 /0 9 /9 0 1 7
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T ravelling on  tlie  P iccad illy  L ine, you  p ass th rou gh  D ow n S treet sta tion , 
ab an don ed  in  19 3 2 , o n e  o f  n early  40  su ch  “g h o st” sta tio n s on  th e  netw ork. I f  you  
w alk  a lon g  O xford S treet, a p rivate T ube lin e  ru n s 70 ft b elo w  you . O perated b y  th e  
R oyal M ail u n til 2 0 0 3 , it  stretch es for 23  m iles from  W h itech ap el to  P addington  
and n ow  s its  en ip ty . K ingsw ay h as a  tram  tu n n el ru n n in g its  len gth , sim ilarly  
d isu sed . T h ere are b u n k ers, caverns and tu n n els across th e  cap ital, a ll q u ietly  
w aitin g  fo r  th eir  tim e  to  com e again.

O ther c itie s  h ave o f  co u rse  b een  burrow ing fo r  years. In  C anada, th ey  face n o t a 
sp ace p rob lem  b u t an  issu e  w ith  th e w eather: w h en  it's m in u s 2 5C, h ow  do you

U nd ern eath  d ow n tow n  T oronto lie s  th e  PATH, an  underground  c ity  stretch in g  for  
16  m iles. W ith  fou r m illio n  square fee t o f  sp ace, i t  is  eq u iva len t in  size  to  1.5 
E m pire S tate B u ild in gs, em p loys 5,000  p eo p le  in  1,20 0  sh op s an d  con n ects m ore  
th an  50  su rface b u ild in g s w ith  fiv e  underground  sta tio n s. M ontreal h as th e  sam e, 
on ly  b igger. Parish o f  cou rse, h as th e Forum  d es H a lles, a h u ge underground  
sh op p in g  m all, w ith  a  park on  th e  roof. D elh i, M oscow , T okyo and m an y o th ers a ll 
tak e th e  sa m e approach .

Our sh o rt-sig h ted  relu ctan ce to  go  under p rob lem s rath er th an  to  con crete over  
th em  h a s co st u s d early  in  th e  p ast. In  th e  early  N in e tie s  th e  E n glish  cou n trysid e  
w as h orrib ly  scarred  b y th e  M 3 p lou gh in g a h u ge gash  through Tw yford D ow n -  a 
b ea u tifiil p art o f  H am p sh ire lo s t for ever for w an t o f a little  im agin ation .

In  fact on ce y o u  sta rt to  u se  th at im agin ation  an d  th in k  ab ou t w h at cou ld  go  
un dergrou n d, a ll so rts o f crazy id eas p op  in to  you r h ead . W e cou ld , for in stan ce, 
drop th e  d ual carriagew ay th at currently  b lig h ts th e  n orth  s id e  o f th e  T ham es in to  
a tu n n el b elo w , rep lacin g  it  w ith  a fou r-m ile  lo n g  riversid e park from  B lackfriars to  
B attersea  B ridge. B yp assin g  Parham ent Square a t th e  sam e tim e w ou ld  a llow  it  to  
b e  p ed estr ia n ised  on  tw o sid es.

S im ilarly  a tu n n el cou ld  take traffic from  th e  E dgw are R oad u nder H yde Park an d  
th e  gard en s o f  B uckingham  P alace and a llow  it  to  em erge sou th  o f V ictoria sta tio n , 
w h ere m o st o f  it  is  h ead in g  in  any event.

T he en tire  H yd e P ark C om er in terch an ge cou ld  b e  dropped  b elow  ground, an d  th e  
th ree g rea t parks o f C entral L ondon cou ld  b e  u n ited . Y ou cou ld  w alk  from  
P arliam en t Square to  QueensW ay, ab ou t th ree m iles, w ith ou t crossin g  a road. Park  
L ane w ou ld  b e freed  u p  for red evelop m en t, an d  a grand n ew  p u b lic square cou ld  
b e crea ted  at M arble A rch.

D o es Ih is  aU so u n d  lik e  anoth er m adcap sch em e? W ell, te ll th a t to  th e  m ad rilen os, 
w ho are ju st p u ttin g  th e  fin ish in g  tou ch es to  M adrid  C alle 3 0 , a project th a t h as  
d rop p ed  35  m iles o f  urban m otorw ay in to  tu n n e ls , rep lacin g  th em  w ith  parks an d  
h o u sin g  in  th e  sp ace created . Or teU th e  B o sto n ia n s or Syd neysiders w ho h ave  
b oth  com p leted  ex ten siv e  urban tu n n el p rojects in  th e  p ast decade.

hfttv/Avw w  thp.HmRS r.n nk-/ftn/lflw/nr)liimni.<!ts/flrrinlft204fi8Q(i er.fi 06/0972012
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It rea lly  isn 't th at crazy. T u n n ellin g  tech n o lo g y  is  n ow  rem arkably ad van ced . N ew  
m ach in es for b orin g  can  cop e w ith  a ll k in d s o f  terrain , so  w ork can  tak e p lace  
undergrou n d  w ith  little  d istu rb an ce. A nd it  isn 't a s exp en sive as y o u  th in k . Y ou  
can g et a n ice  th ree-m ile  tu n n el ru n n in g  u n d er C entral L ondon for th e  sam e p rice  
as an O lym pic stad iu m .

A ccord ing to  th e AA, d riv in g  in  a tu n n e l is  tw ice  as safe as on  th e  su rface and th ere  
are no p ed estrian s or cy clists to  g e t in  you r w ay. E m ission s can b e  co llected  an d  
n ew  tech n iq u es can  “scru b ” th em  from  th e  air, a llow in g  a ll o f  u s to  b reath  a litt le  
easier.

B u ild in g ever upw ards w ill ch an ge L ondon's character irreversib ly. D igg in g  d ow n  
w ou ld  b eau tify  it  im m easu rab ly , an d  create so m e o f  th e  sp ace th e  c ity  d esp erately  
n eed s.

IQt M alth ou se is  a  b u sin essm a n  an d  form er T ory cou n cillor an d  is  sta n d in g  fo r  th e  
L ondon A ssem b ly  in  20 0 8
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H o b s o n ' s  c h o i c e  o f  s t o p  a n d  s e a r c h

Although it's not something w e do willingly, searching might prove 

effective in reducing teenage deaths in London

E t f i f a l f i i o u s e  '
guardim cauk, Tuesday 17 February 200910.30 GMT

larger I smailgr

Anyone eommitted, to dem ocracy and civil liberties w ill have a yiseeral reaction to the  
notion o f a police officer stopping an orctinary citizen  in  th e street and ordering them  to  
undergo a search. T hose who are concerned about race and equality w ill also: react 
badly, knowing that hlaek people are 4.5 tim es m ore likely than w hite to  be stopped by 
the M etropolitan police.

In the 12  m onths to  Decem ber, considerably m ore than 1.2 m illion Londoners, including  
m e, w ere stopped under various police powers. Even if only one in  10 were unhappy, 
they w ould outnum ber the army if they decided to  do som ething about i t  Thankfully, 
though, alm ost every one o f those people is concerned about crim e as w ell, and so m ore 
often than not teeth are gritted, jaws are clenched and form s filled  in.

Som e though feel so strongly that they actively cam paign against the police power to  
stop and search, including in  the pages o f the Guardian. M ark Thomas and Claudia 
W ebbe have both w ritten here o f their doubts and fears. A ssem bly m em ber Jenny 
Jones, the prom inent Green party representative on the M etropolitan Police Authority, 
has sim ilarly voiced her outrage.

W hen Boris Johnson and I were elected in May last year, w e were faced
w ith an appalling death toll in the capital, and it  w as rising. Each
m orning w e w ould reach bleary-eyed for our BlackBerrys on the bedside
table, praying that no teenager (or indeed anyone else) had been killed
overnight. Our prayers have gone unheeded 18 tim es. A t th e end of one particularly
bloody w eek in  July, six  people lay dead, four kiUed in  one day. Horrifically, the trend

seem ed exponential, w ith teenage killings alm ost doubling to 26 in  the space of four

http://www.guardian.co.Uk/coramentisfree/IibertycentraI/2009/feb/l 6/stop-aud-search-... 06/02/2012
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y e a r s . A t  t h e  r a te  w e  w e r e  g o in g ,  w e  fa c e d  a  n u m b e r  c lo s e r  t o  40 i n  2008. E q u a lly  
t r o u b lin g  w a s  t h e  w e a p o n  o f  c h o ic e :  o r d in a r y  k n iv e s  a v a i la b le  in  m o s t  k i t c h e n  d r a w e r s .

O p e r a t io n  B l im t  2 w a s  la u n c h e d  i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t .  K n ife  a r c h e s , s e a r c h  w a n d s ,  a n d  a n  
in c r e a s e  i n  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly  t a r g e t e d  s t o p  a n d  s e a r c h  — o f t e n  t h e  m o s t  c o n tr o v e r s ia l  k in d  
-  h a v e  r e s u lte d  in  7,960 a r r e s t s  a n d  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  4,439 k n iv e s .  T h e  y e a r  2008 e n d e d  
w it h  28 t e e n a g e r s  d e a d , a  t e r r ib le  n u m b e r , b u t  m a n y  f e w e r  t h a n  w e  h a d  d r e a d e d , o r  
t h a n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c ia n s  h a d  p r e d ic te d .

B u t  s u c c e s s  o f  s t o p  em d s e a r c h  i s  n o t  m e a s u r a b le  s o le l y  in  n u m b e r s .  W h a t  t h o s e  w h o  
o b je c t  t o  i t s  u s e  d o n ’t  a c k n o w le d g e  i s  t h e  fe a r  t h a t  p a r e n t s  a lr e a d y  f e e l ,  k n o w in g  t h e ir  
c h ild r e n  m ig h t  n o t  m a k e  i t  h o m e  a t  n ig h t .  T h e y  m ig h t  o b je c t  t o  th e ir  in n o c e n t  s o n  b e in g  
s t o p p e d  a n d  s e a r c h e d . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e y  k n o w  th a t  a  k n if e  s e i z e d  o n  t h e  k e r b  
o u ts id h  th e ir  h o m e  i s  a  k n i f e  t h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  k i l le d  h im . F a c e d  w i t h  H o b s o n 's  c h o ic e ,  w e  
o p te d  fo r  t h e  l e s s e r  e v i l .

B o r is  J o h n s o n  h a s  s p o k e n  p o w e r fu l ly  a n d  o f t e n  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  fo r  lo n g - t e r m  
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  c u ltu r e  t h a t  b r e e d s  t h is  v io le n c e  a n d  fo r  g r e a te r  in t e r v e n t io n  a t  a n  e a r ly  
a g e  t o  p r e v e n t  i t .  I n  N o v e m b e r  h e  la u n c h e d  T im e  f o r  A c t io n ,  a  s e t  o f  ta r g e te d , in n o v a t iv e  
a n d  p r a c t ic a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .  B u t  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  t im e ,  p e r h a p s  y e a r s ,  t o  ta k e  
e f fe c t .  U n t i l  t h e n ,  t h e  t e e n a g e r s  w h o  a r e  d y in g  d o n 't  h a v e  t h e  lu x u r y  o f  t im e .

YeSj w e  h a v e  t o  g e t  s t o p  a n d  s e a r c h  r ig h t:  i t  h a s  t o  b e  d o n e  vr ith  r e s p e c t  a n d  c o u r te s y .
I h e  c b m m iu ii t ie s  a f f e c t e d  h a v e  t o  b e  f u l ly  in f o r m e d  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  o u r  c o n c e r n  
f o r  t h e m  is  m o r e  u r g e n t .

I n d e p e n d e n t  o b s e r v e r s  m u s t  a t t e n d  o f t e n .  C r u c ia lly , t h o s e  p o l ic e  o f f ic e r s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  
h a v e  t o  b e  p r o p e r ly  t r a in e d  a n d  b r ie f e d ,  a n d  r m d e r s ta n d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l ic  c o n s e n t  t h e y  
n e e d  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e ir  c o n d u c t  o f  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  e n c o u n te r .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  l o t  o f  t o u c h in g  w o o d  a t  N e w  S c o t la n d  Y a r d  a n d  C ity  H a ll  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  
f e w  m o n t h s .  I n  p r iv a te  a n d  in  p u b lic ,  w e  m a k e  n o  c la im s  t o  s u c c e s s  o r  c i t e  " g lim m e r s  o f  
h o p e " , fo r  f e a r  o f  t e m p t in g  fa te .  A n d  a s  I  w r ite ,  o n e  L o n d o n  te e n a g e r ,  S t e v e n  L e w is , l i e s  
d e a d  f r o m  m u lt ip le  s ta b  w o u n d s ,  a  d r e a d fu l  r e m in d e r  o f  t h e  c h a l le n g e  w e  a l l  s t i l l  f a c e .
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M u z z le s  a r e  n o t  e n o u g h :  d o g s  a r e  w e a p o n s

K it M a ltho use
November 2 2009 12:01AM

T h e y  t e r r o r i s e  e s t a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d  a n d  t h e i r  

n u m b e r s  a r e  r o c k e t i n g .  W e  n e e d  a  b o l d ,  h u m a n e  

a p p r o a c h  t o  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m

W h i l e  a i l  t h e  t a l k  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r  i s  o f  L i s b o n ,  L e ^  a n d  q u a n t i t a t i v e  e a s i n g ,  o n  t h e  
s t r e e t s  o f  L o n d o n  a n d  o u r  o t h e r  m a j o r  c i t i e s  m u c h  o f  t h e  t a l k  i s  o f  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  
e n t i r e l y .  T h e r e  i s  a  n e w  w e a p o n  i n  t o w n ;  l e t h a l ,  i n t i m i d a t i n g  a n d  y e t  o p e n l y  
c a r r i e d ,  l a r g e l y  w i t h  i m p u n i t y .

W h i l e  a n  i l l e g a l  g u n  W iE g e t  y o u  t e n  y e a r s  i n s i d e ,  a n d  a  k n i f e  f o u r  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  
w e a p o n  t h a t  c a n  t e a r  o f f  a  m a n ' s  a r m  b u t  w iU  g e t  y o u  o n l y  u p  t o  s i x  m o n t h s  o r ,  
m o r e  l i k e l y ,  a  s m a l l  f i n e .  M o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  a r e  u s i n g  t h e i r  d o g s  a s  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  f e a r  a n d  a t t a c k  a n d  t h e y  a r e  c h o o s i n g  c e r t a in  t y p e s  a n d  b r e e d s .  I t ’s  
n o t  j u s t  t l i e  o w n e r s  w e  m u s t  b e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t ;  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  
d o g s  t h a t  m t K t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  T h e s e  b r e e d s  a r e  c h o s e n  f o r  a  r e a s o n .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  “w e a p o n  d o g ” —  A m e r i c a n  p i t  
b u l l s  a n d  o t h e r  b u l l  b r e e d s  —  h a s  b e e n  p r o d i g i o u s .  F r o m  2002 t o  2006, t h e  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  P o l i c e  p i c k e d  u p  43 w e a p o n  d o g s .  I n  2008 t h e y  s e i z e d  719 . T h i s  y e a r  
t h e y  a r e  o n  t a r g e t  t o  r e m o v e  m o r e  t h a n  1,000  a n i m a l s  f r o m  L o n d o n ’s  s t r e e t s .  
B a t t e r s e a .  D o g s  H o m e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  b u l l  b r e e d s  a c c o u n t  f o r  n e a r l y  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  i t s  
“i n m a t e s ”,  a  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  h a s  d o u b l e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  I n  E n g l a n d  a n d  
W a l e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o s e c u t i o n s  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h e  1991 D a n g e r o u s  D o g s  A c t  
h a s  a l s o  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n v i c t i o n s  
h a s  t r i p l e d .  A n d  o n  a n y  g i v e n  n i g h t  t h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  s e i z e d  d o g s  i n  t a x p a y e r -  
f i i n d e d  k e n n e l s ,  a w a i t i n g  j u d g m e n t .

B r i t a i n  i s  n o t  a lo n e .  I n  D e n m a r k ,  t h e  k e n n e l  c l u b  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
t h e s e  d o g s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  1,000  i n  2002 t o  20,000 t o d a y .  S o  c o n c e r n e d  a r e  
t h e  D a n e s  t h a t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  m e n a c e  w a s  a  m a j o r  i s s u e  i n  t h e i r  p a r t y  
c o n f e r e n c e  s e a s o n .  M a n y  c o u n t r i e s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  G e r m a n y  a n d  
C a n a d a ,  h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g  d o g  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  d r a c o n i a n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  s t e m  i t .

I n  t h e  U K  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e ,  f r o m  t h e  R S P C A  t o  
the police a n d  local councillors, calling for u r g e n t  a c t i o n ,  n o t  l e a s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
a p p a l l i n g  a n im a l  w e l f a r e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d .  K e e p i n g  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  d o g  o f t e n  i n v o l v e s
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t o r t u r i n g  i t  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f i g h t i n g  i t .  T h e  R S P C A  s a y s  i t s  h o s p i t a l s  a r e  “f u l l  t o  t h e  
b r i m ” w i t h  w e a p o n  d o g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s t a b b e d ,  b u r n t ,  b e a t e n  o r  in j u r e d  i n  f i g h t s .

V a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e p la c e  o r  a m e n d  t h e  c l e a r l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  1991 D a n g e r o u s  D o g s  
A c t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  T h i s  y e a r  L o r d  R e d e s d a l e  i n t r o d u c e d  a  n e w  B i l l  i n t o  
P a r l i a m e n t .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  i t  w a s  n o t  a l l o c a t e d  e n o u g h  t i m e  t o  p r o c e e d .  
W e s t m i n s t e r ,  i t  s e e m s ,  i s  t o o  b u s y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  b l i g h t s  e s t a t e s  a n d  
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d .

T h i s  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  e m o t i v e  s u b j e c t -  T h e  d o g  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  O u r  p s y c h e  
a n d  t h e  “b u l l - t y p e ” i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  d e e p  c u l t u r a l  r e s o n a n c e .  S o  i t  i s  n o  s u r p r i s e  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m s  t h e  p o l i c e  f a c e  i s  p e r s u a d i n g  a  m a g i s t r a t e  t h a t  
S a t a n ,  t h e  eager d o g g y  w a g g i n g  i t s  t a i l  w h i l e  a  t e a r f u l  f a m i l y  s o b s  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  i s  
a  c a n i n e  th u g ^  f o r c i n g  p e o p l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r o a d  a n d  c a n t e r i n g  r o u n d  t h e  p a r k

I n d e e d ,  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  m o s t  p e o p l e  m a k e  w h e n  h y i n g  t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  
t h e s e  d o g s  a r e  i n n o c e n t  a n i m a l s .  I t ’s  n o t  t h e  d o g s  t h a t  a r e  a g g r e s s i v e ,  i t ’s  t h e  
o w n e r s  w h o  m a k e  t h e m  a  w e a p o n ,  g o e s  t h e  t h i n k i n g .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  m e a n s  t h a t  a l l  
a t t e m p t s  t o  a m e n d  o r  r e p la c e  t h e  D a n g e r o u s  D o g s  A c t  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o h  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  o w n e r s .  T h ( ^  h a v e  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  
b a n n e d  b r e e d s  o r  t y p e s .

C le a r ly ,  o w n e r s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o lu t i o n :  t h e y  a r e  in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  w e a p o n  a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  s u c h .  B u t  w h i l e  w e l c o m e  a n d  v i t a l ,  t h i s  w o u l d  s t i i l  m i s s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t :  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  d o g s  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  t h a n  o t h e r .  
A t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  l i s t  a r e  b u l l  b r e e d s ,  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  o n e  p u r p o s e :  t o  a t t a c k  a n d  
f i g h t .

B u l l  t e r r i e r s  w e r e  b r e d  a s  w e a p o n s ,  t o  d u e l  o r  b a i t  w i t h ,  f o r  t h e i r  o w n e r ’s  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  s t a t u s ,  a n d  o n l y  o n c e  w e  r e c o g n i s e  t h e i r  a t a v i s t i c  i n s t i n c t s ,  a s  
t h o s e  w h o  t r a i n  t h e m  t o  f i g h t  d o ,  c a n  w e  s t a r t  t o  f r a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  a  
l a s t i n g  e f f e c t .  A s  w e U  a s  p u n i s h i n g  o w n e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  f o r  u s e  o f  t h i s  w e a p o n ,  w e  
s h o u l d  b e  b o l d e r  a b o u t  r e m o v i n g  i t  f r o m  c i r c u l a t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r .

I n  O n t a r i o ,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d .  T h e  p r o v i n c ia l  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o d u c e d  a  l a w  
t h a t  b a n n e d  a l l  b u l l  b r e e d s  a n d  d e r iv a t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p i t b u l l s  a n d  t h e  
S t a f f o r d s h i r e  b u l l  t e r r i e r .  A l l  s u c h  e x i s t i n g  d o g s  h a d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  n e u t e r e d  a n d  
m u z z l e d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  b u l l - t y p e s  d y i n g  o u t  a n d  o v r a e r s  l e a r n i n g  t o  l o v e  t h e  
l a b r a d o r  o r  p u g .  T h e  r e s u l t ?  A  h u g e  f a l l  i n  t h e  n u i n b e r  o f  d o g - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  a n d  
i n c i d e n t s .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  m a n a g e s  t o  b e  b o t h  h u m a n e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  d o g  o f  
t h i s  t y ^ e  a n d  d r a w s  a  l i n e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o b l a n .

S e r i o u s  p e n a l t i e s  w i l l  m a k e  d o g  o v m e r s  t h i n k  t w i c e ,  b u t  s u r e l y  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  u s  t o  
look to OUT Commonwealth c o u s i n s  a n d  f i n d  a  w a y  g e n t l y  t o  p h a s e  o u t  t h e  c a n i n e  
w e a p o n s  t h a t  t e r r o r i s e  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  B e c k h a m ,  T o x t e t h  a n d  M o s s  S id e .
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N o  m o r e  i n c o m e  t a x ,  c o r p o r a t i o n  t a x  a n d  t e d i o u s  

d e b a t e :  j u s t  p u t  o n  a  h e f t y  V A T  .

A n d  s o  t h e  g r e a t  e l e c t i o n  a u c t i o n  h a s  b e g u n :  w h i c h  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  w i l l  c h a r g e  u s  t h e  
m o s t ,  a n d  w h i c h  c a n  p e r f o r m  t h e  b e s t  t a x  c a r d  t r i c k .  P o l i t i c i a n s  w i l l  s p e n d  t h e  n e x t  
f e w  w e e f e  a r g u i n g  e n d l e s s l y  a b o u t  h o w  m u c h  t a x  t o  c h a r g e ^  b u t  h a r d l y  a  w o r d  w i l l  
b e  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  m e t i i o d  o f  e x t r a c t i o n  f r o m  y o u r  w a l l e t  Or p u r s e .  R a t h e r  t h a n  
a r g u i n g  a b o u t  ‘h o w  m u c h ? ” w e  s h o u l d  t h i n k  a b o u t  “h o w ? ” .

B e c a u s e  in .  t h e  e n d ,  a U  tax^ w h a t e v e r  i t ' s  c a l l e d ,  c o m e s  o u t  o f  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
b a t t e r e d  w a l l e t  o r  p u r s e .  C o m p a n i e s ,  f o r  in s t a n e e y  d o n ’t  a c t u a l l y  p a y  t a x ,  y o u  p a y  i t  
f o r  t h e m  w h e n  y o u  b u y  t h e i r  g o o d s  o r  s e r v i c e s ;  t h e y  j u s t  p r i c e  i n  t a x  a s  a n o t h e r  
o v e r h e a d .  A H  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  i n s u r a n c e ,  c o r p o r a t i o n  t a x  a n d  e v e n  t h e  i n c o m e  t a x  o f  
t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  f o r m s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i c e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  b u y ,  w i t h  V A T  o n  t o p .

S o  i f  a l l  t a x e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  V A T , f o r m  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  s t u f f  w e  b u y ,  w h y  d o  w e  
b o t h e r  t o  c h a r g e  a n d  c o l l e c t  t h e m  s e p a r a t e ly ?  v n t a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  
l u m p  e v e r y t h in g  t o g e t h e r ,  p h a s e  o u t  a l l  t a x e s  a n d  j u s t  c h a r g e  h i g h e r  V A T ?  W e l l ,  
s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .

F ir s t ,  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  i n c o m e  g r o s s .  N o  m o r e  P A Y E  o r  s e l f 
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o  f u r t h e r  n e e d  f o r  t h e  I n l a n d  R e v e n u e .  A l l  t h a t  m o n e y  
a n d  a l l  t h o s e  p e o p l e  c u r r e n t ly  w a s t e d  o n  a r g u i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d o z e n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
t a x e s  w o u l d  b e  r e d e p l o y e d .  B i l l i o n s  o f  p o u n d s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e ,  t a x  
c o l l e c t o r s  (£5  b i l l i o n )  a n d  a c c o u n t a n t s  ( a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  £5  b i l l i o n )  l i b e r a t e d  f o r  
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  T a x  W o u ld  b e  c o l l e c t e d  p a i n l e s s l y  i n  s m a l l  i n c r e m e n t s  
i f  a n d  w h e n  y o u  b u y  s t u f f .

S e c o n d ,  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i c e s  w o u l d  f a l l .  I n  b r a v e  n e w  c o r p o r a t e  B r i t a in ,  b u s i n e s s  
t a x e s  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  f e a t u r e ,  s o  b u s i n e s s  C o u ld  d r o p  i t s  p r i c e s  e v e n  f u r t h e r  a n d  
s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  r e t u r n  o n  c a p i t a l .  D o n ’t  f o r g e t  t h e y  w o u l d n ’t  b e  s h o u l d e r i n g  t h e  
h u g e  c o s t  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  I n l a n d  R e v e n u e ,  s o  t h a t  s a v i n g  c o u l d  g o  t o  r e d u c i n g  
p r i c e s  t o o .  T h e  g r o s s  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  c a u s e d  b y  a  r i s e  i n  t h e  V A T  r a t e  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  
t h a n  o f f s e t  b y  i h e  s a v i n g s  m a d e ,  a n d  i n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  e c o n o m y  t h e s e  s a v i n g s  
w o u l d  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r .

T h ir d ,  a  h u g e  w a v e  o f  i n t e m a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  w o u l d  c r a s h  o v e r  B r i t a in .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  
a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e ,  f e d  u p  w i t h  h a v i n g  t o  s k u l k  i n  L i e c h t e n s t e i n  a n d  C a y m a n ,  w o u l d
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j o y f u H y  r e l o c a t e  t o  t h e  U K , b r i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e m  e v e n  m o r e  j o b s  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  
A s k  t h e  I r i s h ,  w h o  d r o p p e d  t h e i r  c o r p o r a t i o n  t a x  r a t e  t o  12,5  p e r  c e n t ,  a n d  b e c a m e  
a  m a g n e t  f o r  b u s i n e s s .

F in a l ly ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  w o u l d  b e  u n a b l e  t o  h i d e  b e h i n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  B y z a n t i n e  s y s t e m .  
T h e  C h a n c e l lo r  s e t s  a n  a n n u a l  V A T  r a t e ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  i t .  T r a n s p a r e n t ,  h o n e s t ,  s im p l e  
a n d  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  t e r r i f y in g .  .

B u t  s u r e l y  V A T  i s  a  r e g r e s s i v e  t a x  t h a t  f a l l s  u n f a i r ly  o n  t h e  p o o r e s t ?  N o t  ’
n e c e s s a r i l y .  C e r t a in  e s s e n t i a l  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  a lr e a d y  V A T - f r e e  —  f o o d ,  c h i l d r e n ’s  
c l o t h e s .  The T im es  —  c o u l d  r e m a i n  sO j a n d  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  f a l l  i n  p r i c e .  T h o s e  w i t h  
h i g h e r  c o n s u m p t i o n j  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n f a m o u s  n o n - d o m s ,  w o u l d  p a y  m o r e  t a x  
( a l t h o u g h  n o  o n e  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e  a  n o n - d o i n ,  o f  c o u r s e ) .  G o  o u t  a n d  b u y  a  
B e n t l e y  o r  a  L e a r  J e t  a n d  y o u ’l l  m a k e  a  b i g  c o n t r ib u t i o n  t o  t h e  E x c h e q u e r .  B u t  i f  
y o u  s c r i m p  a n d  s a v e  y o u  w i l l  p a y  h a r d l y  a n y  t a x  —  w h a t  b e t t e r  i n c e n t i v e  t o  c u t  u p  
t h e  c r e d i t  c a r d  a n d  o p e n  a  d e p o s i t  a c c o u n t ?

“A h ,  b u t  w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  c a s h  e c o n o m y ?  W o u l d n ’t  i t  b o o m ? ” y o u  a s k .  G o o d  p o i n t ,  
b u t  h e r e ’s  t h e  t h in g :  c a s h  i s  d y i n g .  L a s t y e a r  M m k s  &  S p e n c e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
s t o p p e d  a c c e p t i n g  c h e q u e s .  W i t h i n  m y  l i f e t i m e  I  e ^ e c t t h e m  t o  s t o p  a c c e p t i n g  
c a s h  t o p .  G a s h  i s  d i r t y ,  e x p e n s i v e  t o  h a n d l e ,  h a r d  t o  c o u n t  a c c u r a t e l y  a n d  e a s y  t o  
s t e a l .  L o t s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  i t .  E a s y j e t ,  A m a z o n ,  i T u n e s :  n o n e  o f  
t h e m  h a n d l e s  a  n o t e  o r  c o i n .

I n  L o n d o n ,  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  i s  n o w  95 p e r  c e n t  c a s h l e s s ,  a s  u s e  o f  t h e  O y s t e r  
s m a r t e a r d  s p r e a d s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  a fO o t  t o  u s e  t h e  s a m e  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  s m a l l  
p a y m e n t s  i n  s h o p s ,  W e s t m i n s t e r  C o u n c i l  h a s  r o l l e d  o u t  t o t ^ y  c a s h l e s s  p a r k in g  
a c r o s s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l .  O n l i n e  b a n k i n g  i s  n o w  u s e d  b y  c l o s e  t o  70 p e r  c e n t  
o f  U K  a c c o u n t  h o l d e r s .  O n l y  16 p e r  c e n t  o f  16 t o  24- y e a r - o l d s  e v e r  g o  i n t o  a  b a n k  
b r a n c h .

W h i c h e v e r  w a y  y o u  l o o k  a t  i t ,  c a s h  i s  o n  t h e  w a y  o u t ,  a n d  t h i s  m e a n s  a n  in d ir e c t ,  
u n i v e r s a l  s a l e s  t a x  c o u l d  b e  o n  t h e  w a y  i n ,  a s  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  a l l  d i r e c t  t a x e s .  T h e  
a m o u n t  o f  t a x  c o l l e c t e d  m a y  w e l l  b e  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  t h e  b i g  b e n e f i t  w o u l d  b e  a n  e n d  
t o  t h e  i n i n d l e s s  g a m e  o f  e a t  a n d  m o u s e  a m o n g  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c o r p o r a t e  B r i t a in ,  t h e  
I n l a n d  R e v e n u e  a n d  t h e  l o n g - s u f f e r i n g  p u b l i c .

K i t  M a lth o u s e  is  d e p u ty  m a y o r  f o r  p o l ic in g  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  a  
C o n s e r v a t iv e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  A s s s e m b ly
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T H E ^ ^ T I M E S

T h e  S o u t h  D a k o t a  c u r e  f o r  o u r  d r i n k  p r o b le m

KitMalthouse
Last updated August 2 2010 12:01AM

I n  o n e  U S  s t a t e ,  a l c o h o l  o f f e n d e r s  m u s t  s t a y  s o b e r  o r  

f a c e  a  d a y  i n  t h e  c e l l s .  I t ’ s  s i m p l e ,  c h e a p  a n d  e f f e c t i v e

W e  h a v e  a  d r in k  p r o b l e m  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  h i  a  f i t  o f  b o u i^ g e o is  D ord ogn er-v iU a;^  
B a r c e lo n a - w e e k e r id  m a d n e s s  T o n y  B la i r  t o o k  t h e  c o r k  o u t  o f  t h e  b o t t l e  a n d  
u n l e a s h e d  24- h o u r  d r in k i n g  q u  a  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  b i g  i s s u e  w i t h  
a l e o h o l - f i i e l l e d  c r im e .  H i s  “c a f e  c u l t u r e ” i s  n o w  a  £20  b f i l i o n  v io l e n c e - e m d - in j u r y

s e r v ic e ^

T h e r e s a  M a y ,  t h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y j  s e e n i s ,  t h a n k f u l ly ,  a b o u t  t o  b y  t o  p u t  t h e  v o d k a  
h a c k  i n  t h e  b o t t l e  b y  t i g h t e n i n g  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  r e g i m e .  B u t  e v e n  i f  s h e  s u c c e e d s ,  w e  
w i l l  b e  l e f t  w i t h  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  h e a v y  a l c o h o l  c o n s u m p t i o n  i s  c o m m o n  a n d  
d r u n k s  c p i i t i n u e  t o  o f f e n d .

A t  t h e  s a i n e  t i m e ,  K e n n e t h  C la r k e ,  t h e  J u s t i c e  S e c r e t a r y ,  i s  s e n s i b l y  r e c o g n i s i n g  
t h a t  w h i l e  p r i s o n  m a y  h a v e  a  s h o r t - t e r m  e f f e c t  o n  c r im e ,  i t  c a n  b e  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  
c r e a t i n g  m u c h  m o r e  d e e p - s e a t e d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  Y e t  p r i s o n  i n m a t e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  
y o u n g  a n d  i n s i d e  f o r  v i o l e n c e ,  d r u g s  o r  b o o z e  a n d  c o m b i n a t i o n s  t h e r e o f i

W e  h a v e  b e e r i  h e r e  b e f o r e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1980s  B r i t a in ’s  p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  44,000 , a b o u t  h a l f  w h a t  i t  i s  t o d a y .  T h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  W i l l i a m  W h i t e l a w ,  t h o u g h t  t h e  n u m b e r  “d a n g e r o u s l y  h i g h ”. H e  w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r ly  c o r r c e r a e d  a b o u t  a  g r o w in g  “y o b  c u l t u r e ” ( s o u n d  f a m i l i a r ? ) .

H i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  m m o u n c e d  i n  t h e  1979 
C o n s e r v a t i v e  m a n i f e s t o  a s  a  n e w ,  a U i t e r a t iv e  a p p r o a c h  t o  p e n a l  p o l i c y  —  t h e  s h o r t  
( c h e a p )  s h a r p  ( p e n a l )  s h o c k  ( t o u g h ) .  P o l i t i c i a n s  l o v e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  t r ip  o f f  t h e  
t o n g u e  b u t ,  l i k e  m a n y ,  W h i t e l a w ’s  w a s  a  d i s a s t e r .

F o u r  c e n t r e s  w e r e  s e t  u p  w h e r e  y o u n g  m e n  w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  m i l i t a r y - s t y l e  “h o o t  
c a m p ”. T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  b o t h  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  h a d  n o  i m p a c t  o n  
o f f e n d i n g  r a t e s .  I n  f a c t  t h e  c e n t r e s ’ m a i n  a c h i e v e m e n t  w a s  t o  t u r n  o u t  s u p e r f i t  
y o u n g  c r i m i n a l s  w h o  c o u l d  e a s i l y  o u t r u n  a n y  p u r s u i n g  c o p p e r .

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  m o s t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  t h e  c r i m e  g a m e  w i l l  t e U  y o u  t h a t  W h i t e i a w ’s  
i n s t i n c t s  w e r e  r ig h t .  F o r  p u n i s h m e n t  t o  h e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  d e t e r r i n g  c r i m e  a n d  
c h a n g i n g  b e h a v io u r ,  i t  m u s t  b e  s w i f t ,  c e r t a i n  a n d  c o r r e c t iv e .
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N o w  t h e r e  i s n ’t  m u c h  t h a t  w e  c a n  l e a r n  a b o u t  p e n a l  p o l i c y  f r o m  o u r  A m e r i c a n  
c o u s i n s ,  b u t  i n  a  s l e e p y  c o r n e r  o f  S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  a  q u i e t  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  
t h a t  m i g h t  g iv e  u s  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  b o o z e  a n d  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t o  w h i c h  i t  
o f t e n  l e a d s .

T w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  L a r r y  L o n g ,  t h e  c h i e f  p r o s e c u t o r  o f  B e n n e t t  C o u n t y ,  S o u t h  
D a k o t a ,  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  n o t  d i s s i m i l a r  t o  o u r  o w n  —  a  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  w o r k  
a n d  a  t e r r ib l e  d r i i ik  h a b i t .  B o r d e r e d  o n  t h r e e  s i d e s  b y  N a t i v e  A m e r ic a n  
r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a  d e n s i t y  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  p e o p l e  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e ,  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  e l s e  t o  d o  a p a r t  f r o m  d r in k in g y  d r iv i n g  a n d  b e a t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  u p .  
H e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  l o c k i n g  u p  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  e f f e c t .  
T h i n g s  h a d  t o  c h a n g e .  T h e  c o u n t y  n e e d e d  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  w a s  t o u g h ,  c h e a p e r  t h a n  
in c a r c e r a t io n .

S o  i n s t e a d  o f  a s k i n g  h i s  l o c a l  j u d g e  t o  l o c k  p e o p l e  u p j  L o n g  r e q u e s t e d  s o m e t h i n g  
m o r e  i in a g i n a t iv e .  P e o p l e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  d r i i i k - d r i v i n g  a n d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r  l o c a l  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  t w i c e  a  d a y  t o  b e  t e s t e d  f o r  a l c o h o l  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  E f f e c t i v e l y  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  s o b r i e t y  w a s  b o t h  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  c u r e ,  
a n d  L o n g  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  u n d e r t a k e  i n t e n s i v e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  
e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e .

I f  o f f e n d e r s  p a s s e d  t h e  d a i l y  t e s t s  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  f r e e .  I f  t h e y  f a i l e d  t h e y  w e r e  
m a r c h e d  a c r o s s  t h e  h a l l  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  a  j a i l  c e l l  fO r 24 h o u r s .  N o - s h o w s  w e r e  
t r a c k e d  d o w n  a n d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  t r e a t m e n t .  O n  r e l e a s e  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  
t e s t i n g  r e g i m e  w o u l d  r e s u m e ,  ( f r u c ia l l y  t i i e  s a n c t i o n  w a s  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  c e r t a i n  —  
s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c e U S , n o  a r g u m e n t ,  n o  c o u r t ,  n o  l a w y e r s .  A n d  t o  c a p  i t  a l l ,  
o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  t e s t i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  f i n e d .  A s  
w e l l  a s  k e e p i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t  c o s t s  d o w n ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  m o n e y  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  s p e n t  o n  h o o c h .

T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  s t a r t l in g .  S o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  h a r d e n e d  
a l c o h o l i c s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f o c u s e d  t w i c e  a  d a y  o n  t h e  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  b o o z e  a n d  
f r e e d o m .  I n  m o r e  t h a n  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  c a s e s  t h e y  c h o s e  f r e e d o m .  D r in k - d r iv in g  
r a t e s  fe U  d r a s t i c a l ly .  A b u s e d  w i v e s  w e r e  l e f t  i n  p e a c e .  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  
b e n e f i t s :  o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  e m p l o 5m i e n t  a n d  s t a y  a m o n g  t h e i r  
f a n u l i e s .  D r iv in g  o n  t h e  c o u n t y  r o a d s  b e c a m e  l e s s  o f  a  g a m e  o f  R u s s i a n  r o u l e t t e .  
B u t  c r u c ia l l y  —  a n d  t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r  —  t h e  p r i s o n  
p o p u l a t i o n  f e l l  a s  h a r d c o r e  r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s  s t a y e d  o n  t i i e  w a g o n .

N e w s  o f  t h e  s c h e m e  s p r e a d .  I n  2004 t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n o r  n o t i c e d ,  a n d  t h r e e  f u r t h e r  
c o u n t i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  p i l o t s  a c h i e v e d  s i m i l a r l y  i m p r e s s i v e  r e s u l t s .  I n  2007 t h e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  s t a t e - w i d e  u s e  a n d  
e x t e n d e d  i t  t o  o t h e r  o f f e n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d r u g - t e s t i n g  a n d  a s  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  
s t a y i n g  i n  p r o b l e m  h o m e s .  P a r o l e  b o a r d s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  i m p o s e  t e s t i n g  a s  a  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  e a r ly  r e l e a s e  f r o m  p r i s o n .
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The figures speak for themselves. Since 2005 nearly 16,000 people have been 
placed on the programme and been tested 3.1 million times. The pass rate is 99.3 
per cent. Jail populations have fallen across the state, in the two largest counties 
by more than 100 people a day, saving millions. And let’s not forget that the 
project is largely self-financing, as offenders have to pay for their own testing.

In the UK a similar scheme would be relatively easy to establish, given our policing 
structure. In London, for instance, we have safer neighbourhood policing teams 
covering the entire capit^. The twice-daily testing regime could form part of their 
offender-management duties. With a plethora of custody suites and prisons across 
the city, swift and certain incarceration could be achieved. I know that police

arresting violent young men at night.

Given that the new Government wants to cut policing and prison costs, and at the 
same time tackle alcohol-related crime, insisting on self-financing, compulsory 
sobriety from offenders may be the only path to a vomit and blood-free high street 
on a Sunday morning.

Kit Malthouse is deputy mayor for policing in London and a member of 
the London Assembly
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News Flash Netvrork Rail chiefe to fb^jo bonases - more details soon

Chief constables’ ‘extreme power’ should be curbed, says Tory

Kit Malthouse, the deput/ m ayor of London, said "invisible and toothless” authorities bad not rectified “dysfunctional”  
policing
Paul Rogers for The Times

S ean  O'Neill Crime Editor
August 5 2010 12;01AM ■

Chief constables have become “mini-governors” who control “standing armies” 
and have “extreme powers” that need to be curbed, one of the Conservatives’ most 
influential voices on policing has told The Times.

Kit Malthouse, London’s deputy mayor for policing, said that the police service 
required an injection of democracy in the form of elected commissioners who 
could “wield the rod against these powerful individuals”.

Mr Malthouse, who chairs the Metropolitan Police Authority and was instrumental 
in ousting Sir Ian, now Lord, Blair as head of Scotland Yard, said the public had 
“become uncomfortable with the police”.
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He praised the Government’s proposals for police and crime comniissioners to 
replace “toothless and invisible” police authorities. Last month Theresa May> the 
Home Secretary, outlined plans to give new commissioners powers to set police 
budgets, determine priorities and hire and fire chief constables. Senior officers 
would also have to appear in US-style “confirmation hearings” before local panels.

Sir Hugh Orde, president of the Association of Chief Police Officers, has expressed 
concerns about politicisation that might affect the ability of chiefs to make 
decisionSi But Mr MalthOuse said that the Government’s plans would help to 
rectify the “dysfuncrional” structure of policing. “The public want someone who is 
accoimtable, so chief constables have become public figures — and yet they’re not 
allowed to debate or be debated with,” he said.

“They are incredibly powerful individuals. Each one controls a standing army, they 
have e:^eme powers to incarcerate you and me and to use force against us when 
they see fit Yet none of their beliefs, prejudices or views that may affect their 
policing style are ever examined in a public arena.”

He cited James Anderton, who was chief constable of Greater Manchester for i6 
years, as an example of how things could go wrong. Mr Malthouse, 43, said: “He 
was vinileiitly antihomosexual and regarded himself as a fyndamentalist 
Christian. That affected his policing style, it affected the people of Greater

a say in
that.”

The cuirent system of police authorities — appointed bodies of councillors and 
community representatives — had failed repeatedly when police chiefs courted 
controversy, he claimed.

Mr Malthouse said: ‘The great example is Ian Blair. There was a commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police who got himself into some terrible controversies. The 
police authority at the time tried to take a stronger line but were ineffectual. 
Elsewhere there are lots of chief constables who fall out with their pohce 
authorities and carry on regardless.”

He added: “I get concerned about the governance structure around these very 
powerful individuals. The truth is that in many parts of the country, because of file 
inability and the lack of tools available to police authorities, diief constables have 
become minigovemors of their own areas. A chief is in a very powerful position, 
they’re in a command organisation that looks to them entirely and jumps at their 
every move. I’m sure there’s a huge amount of ego and status involved that could 
— I’m not saying it has — breed somebody who gives less thought to the niceties of 
democracy and fireedom and liberalism in this country than otherwise might be the 
case.”

Mr Malthouse has courted controversy before, claiming that he had his “hmid on 
the tiller” at Scotland Yard. He said, however, that after an “unsettled” period
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We’re losing the race for the car of the future
Kit Malthouse

Page 1 o f3

Last updated Septembers 2010 12:01AM

There’s a better alternative to oil than batteries. And 
Germany is way ahead in developing it

Fantastic news: by 2015 you will be able to buy a reasonably priced fainily ear that 
runs entirely on hydrogen. It Will look normal, be swift and silent, have a range of 
about 270 miles and emit only water. Its fuel is plentiful and will generate power 
with a small fuel cell, in which a chemical reaction produces electricity- Nasty 19th- 
century internal combustion will he out; pure 21st-century electrochemistry in.

The only hitch is that you will have to be German or Japanese to buy one. Yet 
again the UK is about to have its backside whipped ia the race for the future. We 
discovered it and worked on it for years, but choked when it came to putting 
proper money on the table. .

We have been here before— „  __  „ ____ ^_______ __ _̂____
would see him crowned the father of computer science, we competed well with the 
Americans. As usual, though, it was a garden-shed and university-lab affair — 
mnateurs and academics pursuing their own obsessions. Industry and government 
looked on benignly and did little. Eventually some self-propelled pioneers 
emerged, with Qive Sinclair and Chris Gurry in the forefront, the latter starting 
A-Corn (the “British Apple”, which briefly dominated the educational market in the 
1980s). .

Then it all went pear-shaped. The Americans and Japanese pulled ahead. They saw 
it clearly, while most of us didn’t — the future, that is. Did we care? Of course not, 
house prices were rising.

Now we Eu:e again in the middle of a similar pursuit, this time for the future of 
world energy. The Germans are already way out in front. Where are the British? 
About to he lapped.
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Teutonic resolve is especially marked in one of the most competitive parts of the . 
energy race: the global car market. Everyone sane (even Jeremy Clarkson) 
recognises that the internal combustion engine must be phased out. The more 
prescient carmakers and governments have quietly invested billions in developing 
alternatives.

Electric propulsion is, of course, the solution. But there is a divide about how to 
store and release the power: battery or hydrogen?

With a batteryj you charge it up and off you go. Perfect for town, where short, 
frequent journeys are the norm. But there is a teeny problem: instant refuelling. 
Battery technology is advancing and recharging time falling substaiitially. But the 
imminent mass- production electric cars take between six and ten hours to charge. 
Given a high enough voltage, this could come down to as little as ten minutes. But 
you need industrial-scale power supplies.

For the hydrogen car this is not a problem; you fill up exactly as you do with a 
petrol car. Don’t get me wrong, there are problenis with hydrogen too. The main 
one is that it is pretty inefficient — it takes more energy to produce than it 
produces as fuel. But if we use renewable energy to make the hydrogen in the first 
placê  is fills still an issue? Wind, wave, biomass can all be used to produce clean 
hydrogen. Bank-busting, ash-spewing Iceland has started to harness all that free 
geothermal power, aiming to be a hŷ drogen Saudi Arabia by 2060.

“But what about the Hindenberg?” Well, the one thing you can relax about is 
safety. That airship probably blew up in 1937 because it had been coated with 
lacquer made from rocket fuel, Anyway hydrogen is less flammable than petrol, 
and when it does ignite it doesn’t hang around. Being lighter than air, it bums and 
disperses quickly.

The Germans are going for hydrogen in a big way. The Federal Government is 
spending €2 billipn installing a refuelling network across the country, and their car 
manufacturers have agreed to start mass production of fuel cell vehicles in 2015. 
The Japanese are not far behind, and the Californians are a close third, 
enthusiastically propelled by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, a hydrogen 
visionary.

The British response has been feeble. Despite having a large vehicle manufacturing 
sector, leading the world in Formula One engineering, and having globally 
renowned hydrogen and fuel cell research labs, we have done nearly nothing.

There are some pockets of activity. In London (I declare an interest) we are 
building six hydrogen refuelling stations and aim to have 120 vehicles in operation 
for 2012. We will have five hydrogen buses in the capital this autumn. And there 
are pioneering British comp anies in the field. Intelligent Ener gy, based in the 
Midlands, produced the world’s first hydrogen black cab this year. As usual,
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academics and amateurs are bravely stepping forward, but compg 
Germans, we look like Dad̂ s Army.

Chris Huhne, the Energy Secretary, has promised an energy polic 
direction and purpose”. He has yet to mention hydrogen, but let’s 
Government will repatriate a technology that we have almost alio 
through our fingers.

Kit Malthouse is Deputy Mayor for Policing in London and chairs 
Hydrogen Partnership'
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We’re losing the race for the car of the future
K it M a ith o u sa

Last updated September 3 201012;Q1AM

There’s a better alternative to oil than batteries. And 
Germany is way ahead in developing it

Fantastic news: by 2015 you will be able to buy a reasonably priced family ear that 
runs entirely on hydrogen. It wiU look normal, be swift and silent, have a range of 
about 270 miles and emit only water. Its fuel is plentiful and will generate power 
with a small fuel ceU, in which a chemical reaction produces electricity. Nasty 19th- 
century internal combustion will he out; pure 21st-century electrochemistry in.

The only hitch is that you will have to be German or Japanese to buy one. Yet 
again liie UK is about to have its backside whipped in the race for the future. We 
chscovered it and worked on it for years, but choked when it came to putting 
proper money on the table. .

We have been here before. For years after Alan Turing developed the machine that 
would see him crowned the father of computer science, we competed weU with the 
Americans. As usual, though, it was a gmden-shed and university-lab affair — 
amateurs and academics pmsuing their own obsessions. Industry and government 
looked on benignly and did little. Eventually some self-propeUed pioneers 
emerged, with Clive Sinclair and Chris Curry in the forefront, the latter starting 
Acorn (the “British Apple”, which briefly dominated the educational market in the 
1980s). .

Then it all went pear-shaped. The Americans and Japanese pulled ahead. They saw 
it clearly, while most of us didn't — the future, that is. Did we care? Of course not, 
house prices were rising.

Now we are again in the middle of a similar pursuit, this time for the future of 
world energy. The Germans are already way out in front. Where are the British? 
About to be lapped.
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Teutonic resolve is especially marked in one of the most competitive parts of the . 
energy race: the global car market. Everyone sane (even Jeremy Clarkson) 
recognises that the internal combustion engine must be phased out The more 
- • • ’ — 1  ̂  ̂ •-----in developing
alternatives.

Electric propulsion is, of course, the solution. But there is a divide about how to 
store and release the power: battery or hydrogen?

With a batterŷ  you charge it up and off you go. Perfect for town, where short, 
frequent journeys are the norm. But there is a teeny problem: instant refuelling. 
Batteiy technolo^ is advancing and recharging time falling substantially. But the 
imminent mass- production electric ears take between six and ten hours to charge. 
Given a high enough voltage, this coiild come down to as little as ten minutes. But 
you need industrial-scale power supplies.

For the hydrogen car this is not a problem; you fill up exactly as you do with a 
petrol car. Don’t get me wrong, there are proBlenis with hydrogen too. The main 
one is that it is pretty inefficient — it takes more energy to produce than it 
produces as fuel. But if we use renewable energy to make the hydrogen in the first 
place, is! this stiU an, issue? Wind, wave, biomass can aU be used to produce clean 
hydrogen. Bank-busting, ash-spewing Iceland has started to harness all that free 
geothermal power, aiming to be a hydrogen Saudi Arabia by 2060.

“But what about the Hindenberg?” Well, the one thing you can relax about is 
safety. That airship probably blew up in 1937 because it had been coated with 
lacquer made from rocket fuel. Anyway hydrogen u; less flammable than petrol, 
and when it does ignite it doesn’t hang around. Being lighter than air, it bums and 
disperses quickly.

The Germans are going for hydrogen m a big way. The Federal Government is 
spending €2 bniion installing a refuelling network across the country, and their car 
manufacturers have agreed to start mass production of fuel cell vehicles in 2015. 
The Japanese are not far behind, and the Californians are a close third, 
enthusiastically propelled by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, a hydrogen 
visionary.

The British response has been feeble. Despite having a large vehicle manufacturing 
sector, leading the world in Formula One engineering, and having globally 
renowned hydrogen and fuel cell research labs, we have done nearly nothing.

There are some pockets of activity. In London (I declare an interest) we are 
building six hydrogen refuelling stations and aim to have 120 vehicles in operation 
for 2012. We will have five hydrogen buses in the capital this autumn. And there 
are pioneering British companies in the, field. Intelligent Energy, based in the 
Midlands, produced the world’s first hydrogen black cab this year. As usual.
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academics and amateurs are bravely stepping forward, but compared with the 
Germans, we look like Dad̂ s Army.

Chris Huhne, the Energy Secretary, has promised an energy polity with “real 
direction and purpose”. He has yet to mention hydrogen, but lef s hope the new 
Government will repatriate a technology that we have almost allowed to slip 
through our fingers.

Kit Malthouse is Deputy Mayor for Policing in London and chairs the London 
Hydrogen Partnership'
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