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I  rea.d to d a y  th.e. m in u te s  o f  th e  fo rm a l me.e.ting o f  th e  
B oard o f  TNL h e ld  on 16 Decem ber l a s t ,  a t  which. I  was 
p r e s e n t*  W ith  t h i s  docuinent came n r in u te s  o f  two subsec|uen.t 
m e e t in g s ,  d e s c r ib e d  a s  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  D i r e c to r s  o f  TNL, 
h e ld  on 23 D ecem ber, 1982. A t n e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  two m e e tin g s  
was I  p r e s e n t ,  o r  i n v i t e d  to  be  p r e s e n t .

Tne p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to  p la c e  on r e c o r d  t h a t  I 
was n o t  p a r t y  to  th e  d e c i s i o n s ' re a c h e d  a t  th e  m e e tin g s  on 
z J  Decem ber a t  w h ic h , a p p a r e n t ly ,  i t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  
’t r a d e  marks** o f  The Tim es and  Sunday T im es w ere  to  be s o ld ,  

a t  a  p r i c e ,  t o  News I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

The p o i n t s  I. now w ish  to  p la c e  oxi r e c o r d ,  in  o r d e r  to  
p r o t e c t  my owai p o s i t i o n  a s  a  D i r e c t o r  o f  TNL, a r e  a s  fo l lo w s ;

1. The m in u te s  ( u n d i s t r i b u t e d  u n t i l  to d a y ,  F e lrru a ry  
16) o f  th e  Decem ber 16 m e e tin g  do n o t  c o in c id e  w ith  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s .

2 . In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I  c a n n o t r e c a l l  a n y th in g  h a v in g  ? 
b een  s a id  a b o u t  th e  s a l e  o f  " t r a d e  m a rk s" . To my 
memory w hat we w ere  a sk e d  to  a g re e  t o ,  and  d id  a g re e  
t o ,  was a  t e c h n i c a l  f o r m a l i t y ,  i n v o lv in g  th e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  " th e  t i t l e s ” to  News I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  b e c a u se  N .I .  
was fu n d in g  th e  d e f i c i t  o f  TNL. I f  N . I .  sh o u ld  c e a se  
t h a t  f u n d in g ,  we ( i . e .  th e  D i r e c to r s  o f  TNL) w ould be
in  b re a c h  o f  th e  law  i f  we c o n tin u e d  t r a d i n g  t h e r e a f t e r .  
Hence th e  n e e d , w h ich  I  u n d e rs to o d  was a p p ro v e d  by th e
la.w yers a s  s a t i s f y i n g  a l l  th e  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  o f  
t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  t i t l e s .

3 . I  r e c a l l  n o th in g  a b o u t  a  p o s s ib l e  p r i c e ,  o r  o f  o u r 
d e c is io n s  t l i a t  da,y (16  D ecem ber) b e in g  d e p e n d e n t on 
s u b s e q u e n t t r a ^ i s a c t io n s  o r  a g re e m e n ts .
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I  a s k  f o r  an  u rg en t, c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  w hat d id  h ap p en , 
o r  was a l l e g e d  to  have  liappe.ned, a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f  TNL '
B oard  on 16 D ecem ber, and  why I ,  a s  a  D i r e c t o r ,  had  n o  
o p p o r t im i ty  o f  a p p ro v in g  o r  d i s a p p ro v in g  th e s e  m in u te s  u h t i l  
to d a y ,  l e b r u a r y  16, I  a l s o  w ould  l i k e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  m e e tin  
o f  some o f  th e  TNL d i r e c t o r s  ( a p p a r e n t ly  n o t  a  quorum ) on 
23 D ecem ber, o f  w h ich  I  was n o t  aw are  and whose m i'n iites I 
was o n ly  a c q u a in te d  w i th  to d a y ,  F e b ru a ry  16,

I  am c o p y in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  th e  Chai-jcman and  o th e r  
d i r e c t o r s ,

cc  Mr. R. M urdoch 
Mr. K. B e a t t i e  
Mr. J .  C o l l i e r  
Mr. R. E kberg  
Mr. H. Evans 
Mr. M. Ruda 
Mr. W. G i l l e s p i e  
Mr. P . S te h re n b e rg e r
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