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C um bria  C onstabu lary is using every arm ed police patrol in C um bria  to apprehend 
an arm ed man suspected o f shooting a num ber o f people in W est Cumbria.

A  large scale search w as launched im m edia te ly as soon as reports o f shots fired  on 
Duke Street, W hitehaven, w ere received a t 10:35 th is morning. The response 
includes arm ed vehic le  and foo t patrols, o fficers from  C um bria  Roads Policing Unit, 
police dogs units and a ir support from  Lancashire. He is being tracked both on land 
and by a ir as police w ork to apprehend him. He is curren tly  believed to be in the Boot 
area in Eskdale Valley.

A  gold com m and has been set up in Police H eadquarters in Penrith to m anage the 
incident.

The suspect is believed to be fifty-tw o year old Derrick Bird, o f Rowrah near 
Frizington w ho has abandoned his car in the Boot area and is now  believed to be 
trave lling  by foot. Police w ho are in pursu it o f him are urging m em bers o f the pub lic  in 
the  Boot area to she lte r indoors until fu rthe r notice.

He w as last seen heading south in the Centra l Lakes d irection. He m ay have 
abandoned the ca r and be proceed ing on foot. Police are currently  w ork ing to 
apprehend him and advis ing m em bers o f the public in W est and Centra l Lakes areas 
to go indoors and stay there  until fu rthe r notice.

O fficers are a lso asking w a lkers and touris ts  in tha t area to be vig ilant, take extra 
care and head indoors if a t all possible. If any m em bers o f the pub lic see Derrick 
Bird, p lease do not approach him and contact them  im m edia te ly  on 999.

W e can confirm  tha t a num ber o f people have been in jured w ho are being treated by 
am bulance crews. There are a num ber o f fa ta lities and police are w ork ing to identify 
the  ind iv iduals and inform  relatives.
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