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PRESS RELEASE

Issued a t 6 .30pm  on Thursday 3 June

Police investigating the shooting in W h itehaven have now  form a lly  identified nine of 
the  13 people w ho so trag ica lly  died in the shootings in W est C um bria  yeste rday 
(June 2, 2010).

Police can now  confirm  the fo llow ing  people have been form a lly  identified:

G arry John Purdham , 31, o f The M illfie ld, Beckerm et, G osforth. He w as found dead 
in a fie ld  on the roadside next to the Red A dm ira l Pub on the A595.

Darren Paul Rewcastle, 43, o f Bank End Cottages, B igrigg. He is a local taxi d rive r 
w ho w as shot dead on Duke Street.

A  sta tem ent from  Darren's parents, said: "Darren w as so trag ica lly  taken from  us in 
the C um bria  shootings. He w as a beloved brother, b rother-in-law . Dad and Uncle. He 
w as the laugh and soul o f a party and a Speedw ay and football fana tic  w ho will be 
sadly m issed by all w ho knew  him. Rest In Peace Darren. A ll our love Mam, Dad, 
and all the fam ily, x"

M ichael Jam es Pike, 64, o f W asdale  Park, Seascale. He w as a pedal cyc lis t who 
w as shot dead on Drigg Road in Seascale.

M other o f two, Susan Hughes, 57, o f Park V iew, Castle  Croft, Egrem ont, d ied on 
H agget End, Orgill, in Egrem ont. A  sta tem ent from  her fam ily  reads: "Susan w as a 
proud and determ ined m other o f tw o daughters. She is com plete ly  irrep laceab le  to 
her fam ily  and friends."

Jane E lizabeth Robinson, 66, o f Drigg Road, Seascale, w hose body w as found on 
Drigg Road a few  hundred yards from  her home.

Jam ie M ichael Dennis C lark, 23, o f S t P ierre Avenue, Carlisle, fo rm erly  o f Northall in 
Buckingham shire, w hose body w as found in his car on the A5083.

A  tribu te  from  his parents, R ichard and Jane Clark, reads: "O ur darling son, Jam ie, 
has been taken from  us. O ur lives w ill never be the sam e again. He w as the m ost 
w onderfu l gentle, loving, considera te  man. Much loved by us his parents, his bro ther 
and his fiance and all his friends."

Jam ie 's  fiance, Lianne Jarm an, 21, o f Carlisle, said: "He w as not ju s t my fiancee, but 
my c losest friend. He is my life, my world, my everyth ing. Taken too soon, he gave 
so m any people love and joy. He touched so m any lives, but he did not realise how  
cherished he was. W e are all tru ly  devastated."
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The fam ily  added: "A t th is m om ent we w ould  ask you to g ive us space and respect 
ou r w ishes to be a lone w ith  our desperate  grief."

David Bird (tw in b ro the r o f D errick Bird), 52, w as found dead a t his house on High 
T rees Farm, Lam plugh.

A  sta tem ent from  his three daughters 28-year-o ld  Rachel, 26-year-o ld  T racey and 
19-year-o ld  Katie, said: "W e are utterly devastated about the death o f ou r dad. He 
w as the n icest man you could ever meet. He w as a loving husband and doting Dad 
and G randa. W e would  like to take this opportun ity  to say there  w as abso lu te ly  no 
fam ily  feud. O ur Dad's on ly dow nfa ll w as to try and help his brother. Dad w as a 
loving and cheerfu l characte r and w as well known th roughou t the village. He w ill not 
on ly be m issed by us, but by the w ho le  com m unity. Love you forever. S leep well, xxx

"W e would also like to send our condo lences to all the o ther fam ilies  and people 
invo lved in this trag ic  incident. O ur thoughts are w ith them  also."

E arlie r today police a lso confirm ed the identity o f Kevin Joseph Com m ons, 60, of 
F rizington Road, Frizington w ho w as found dead on his driveway.

Suspected o ffender Derrick Bird, fifty-two, o f Rowrah near Frizington, found dead in 
w oods near Boot. Initial ind ications suggest he took his own life.

A  dedicated team  of fam ily  lia ison officers are continu ing to fo rm a lly  identify those 
w ho died and support im m ediate fam ily  m em bers. A ny  w itnesses o r anyone w ith 
in form ation w hich could ass is t police in the ir investigation into the inc ident is asked to 
call C um bria  Police on 0845 33 00 247.

Notes To Editors

O perationa l note from  C um bria  Police Press Office

The fam ilies o f Darren Rewcastle, Susan Hughes, David Bird and Jam ie C la rk have 
issued the attached photos o f them  and are urging all m edia to use th is fam ily  photo 
instead o f any others they may have acqu ired from  o ther sources.

A  tribu te  and photo from  the fam ilies o f M ichael Pike and G arry Purdham  will be 
issued through Police Press O ffice tom orrow  morning.

C um bria  C onstabu lary Press O ffice w ill c lose at 6 :30pm  ton igh t and re-open a t 7am 
tom orrow .

W e are not expecting  to re lease any fu rthe r in form ation ton igh t and w ill not be 
arranging any in terview s th is evening. The la test in form ation, copies o f s tatem ents 
e tc  are all on our police w ebsite  (w w w .cum bria .po lice .uk)
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W e will provide you all w ith  an update in the m orning on the proposed media 
activ ities fo r the day but w ill not be undertaking any in terview s firs t th ing tom orrow .

S ta tem ents and updates on the ongoing investigation and deta ils o f those w ho were 
killed w ill continue to be re leased by the press office via  em ail and updated on our 
w ebsite  once form al identification has taken place.

W e would urge the m edia to respect the privacy o f grieving fam ilies during this very 
d ifficu lt time.

Q ueries about firearm s licensing should be d irected to A C P O  Press O ffice on 020 
7084 8946.

Q ueries regarding the PM and Home S ecre ta ry v is its tom orrow  should be d irected to 
the re levant governm ent departm enta l press offices.

C um bria  NHS m edia arrangem ents

Follow ing today ’s m u lti-agency decis ion to stand down from  a m a jo r inc ident and 
m ove into the recovery phase o f the response to yes te rday ’s trag ic  events, the NHS 
in C um bria  w ill resum e norm al arrangem ents fo r all m edia enqu iries and the issuing 
o f news re leases and press statem ents.

From 8:00am  tom orrow  (Friday 4 June) m edia should use the fo llow ing guidance:

For condition checks on patients hosp ita lised as a resu lt o f yes te rday ’s incident, 
con tact North C um bria  University Hospita ls T rus t press office on: 01228 814344.

For psycho log ical w e llbe ing and in form ation on support services availab le  to the 
com m unity, contact C um bria  Partnersh ip  NHS Foundation T rus t’s press office on: 
01228-603890.

For all am bulance-re la ted  issues, contact the North W e s t A m bulance  Service press 
o ffice  on 0161-279-4800.

For all G enera l Practice, prim ary care and any o the r areas not described above, 
con tact NHS C um bria ’s press office on 01768-245367/435. NHS C um bria  w ill a lso 
be provid ing support to C um bria  Partnersh ip  NHS Foundation T rus t’s press office on 
psycho log ica l w e llbe ing issues.

A ll C um bria  NHS Trusts w ill also, from  8:00am  tom orrow  (Friday 4 June) revert to 
the ir norm al em ergency-only, out-o f-hours m edia enqu iry arrangem ents.
4 June 2010

End
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