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1. Objectives

This docum en t has been produced jo in t ly  by ACPO, CPS and th e  O ffice fo r  C rim ina l 

Justice  Reform  to  p rov ide  gu idance to  p rosecu tors  and fo rce  media o ffice rs  in the  

re lease o f im ages o f suspects and de fend an ts  to  the  m edia. This gu idance a im s to  

ensure  cons is ten t practices across police forces, how ever, i t  rem ains the  

re sp o n s ib ility  o f each fo rce  to  ju s t i fy  th e  release o f im ages. Each case should be 

rev iew ed on its ind iv idua l m erits .

Im ages  inc lude  CCTV, pho tog raphs and o th e r s im ila r m edia.

The ob je c tive s  o f th is  gu idance a re :

• to  encourage th e  re lease o f im ages to  the  m edia w here  app rop ria te  and a t 

th e  e a rlie s t o p p o rtu n ity

• to  ensure  g re a te r openness in th e  repo rting  o f c rim ina l inves tiga tions  and 

proceedings.

• to  encourage jo in t  decis ion m ak ing  between forces and th e  CPS as 

ap p ro p ria te

• to  ensure  a m ore  un ifo rm  approach  across forces

Data P ro tection  A ct and Hum an R ights A ct cons idera tions w ill be re le va n t to  any 

decis ion to  release an im age and a p pen d ix  A provides an o u tlin e  o f th e  o f the  legal 

co n te x t. A ppend ix  B con ta ins  a check lis t o f questions th a t should help to  ensure 

th a t any  decis ions are de fens ib le  and co m p lia n t w ith  th e  requ irem en ts  o f the  

Hum an R ights Act.

2. General considerations

As w ith  any  issues w hich im p a c t on Hum an R ights, th e re  m ust be a balance 

be tw een th e  r igh ts  o f an ind iv idua l suspect and those o f th e  w id e r co m m u n ity . Any 

decis ion to  re lease an im age m u s t be fo r  a le g itim a te  purpose, be necessary, and 

p ro p o rtio n a te .

The risk  to  th e  pub lic  fro m  a dange rous  o r p ro lific  o ffe n d e r w ill a lm o s t a lw ays 

su p p o rt th e  re lease o f im ages in ce rta in  c ircum stances.

A ny decis ion to  re lease an im age m u s t ta ke  in to  accoun t any  im pac t on v ic tim s  o r 

w itnesses.
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a )  L e g it im a te  p u rp o s e

The re lease o f im ages to  th e  m edia m u s t be necessary fo r  a le g itim a te  purpose. 

Each Force/CPS Area w ill need to  m ake a decision on a case by case basis, and 

ea rly  consu lta tio n  w ith  crim ina l ju s tic e  pa rtne rs , w here app rop ria te , is encouraged.

A le g itim a te  purpose w ill inc lude , bu t is no t lim ited  to :

The p reven tion  and de tec tion  o f c rim e  

The apprehension  o f suspects

Encouraging w itnesses a n d /o r v ic tim s  to  com e fo rw ard  

D iscourag ing o ffende rs  

Reassuring and in fo rm in g  th e  pub lic  

R e in forc ing confidence in th e  c rim in a l ju s tic e  system  

The apprehension  o f people u n la w fu lly  a t large

b )  N e c e s s ity

The re lease o f th e  im age m u s t be necessary in pu rsu it o f th e  le g itim a te  purpose 

(ie  in o rd e r to  apprehend  a suspect th e  im age needs to  be released as o th e r 

m eans o f trac ing  th e  purpose have fa iled  o r are no t v iab le )

A n o th e r re levan t fa c to r is th a t th e  de ta ils  released m ust be th e  m in im um  

necessary to  ach ieve th e  in tended  purpose (fo r  exam ple , re leasing a pho tog raph o f 

person, b u t no t o f th e m  and th e ir  fa m ily ) .

c )  P r o p o r t io n a i i t y

A ny decis ion to  re lease an im age  m u s t also be p ropo rtiona te . All th e  c ircum stances 

o f th e  case m ay be re le va n t in dec id ing  w h e th e r it  is p ro p o rtio n a te  to  re lease an 

im age . In  p a rticu la r, th e  na tu re  o f th e  o ffence w ill be h ig h ly  re levan t. The m ore 

serious th e  o ffence , th e  eas ie r i t  w ill be to  show th a t any decis ion to  release an 

im age is p ro p o rtio n a te , b u t it  does no t fo llow  th a t th e  o ffence , in itse lf, needs to  

be a se rious  one. W here th e  o ffence  is no t serious, any  decision to  release m ay 

s till be p ro p o rtio n a te  if  one o f th e  fo llo w in g  fac to rs  is p resen t:

• N ationa l in te re s t, o r,

• V u lne rab le  v ic tim s , or,

• P reva len t local c rim e , or,

• C o m m u n ity  in te res t.

3. Specific scenarios
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a )  W a n te d  S u s p e c ts

Police fo rces can re lease im ages o f both known and unknow n suspects to  the  

m edia .

An im age  o f a person police w a n t to  in te rv iew  in re la tion  to  a p a rticu la r 

in c id e n t o r c rim e  can be issued p rio r to  a rre s t o r charge. Care m ust be taken 

w hen re leasing  im ages o f unknow n people to  ensure th a t th e  w ord ing  

accom pany ing  th e  im age is accura te . W ith  known people o th e r m eans o f 

tra c in g  th e  person shou ld  have f irs t been tr ie d  w here  p ractica l. W here an 

im age  has been re leased and a suspect has been subsequen tly  a rres ted  the  

m edia shou ld  be no tified .

W ith  know n people o th e r m eans o f trac ing  the  person shou ld  have f irs t  been 

tr ie d  w he re  p rac tica l.

W here id e n tif ica tio n  issues e x is t (Code D Police and C rim ina l Evidence Act 

1984) th e  CPS shou ld  be consu lted  p rio r to  the  release o f an im age.

b )  U n la w fu l ly  a t  la rg e

People w ho have escaped o r absconded from  custody can have th e ir  im ages 

re leased to  th e  m edia .

People w a n te d  on w a rra n t fo r  an o ffence o r fo r fa iling  to  appear can have th e ir  

im age  re leased to  th e  m edia b u t o th e r m eans o f tra c in g  the  person should 

have f ir s t  been tr ie d  w here  practica l.

c )  P r e - t r ia l  o r  p r e - v e r d ic t  b r ie f in g s

A Force m ay decide to  issue im ages o f ind iv idua ls  as p a rt o f p lanned, p re 

v e rd ic t b rie fin g s  in im p o rta n t cases. Th is m ust a lw ays be done in lia ison w ith  

th e  CPS. Th is is th e  su b je c t o f separa te  ACPO Media A dv iso ry  G roup (MAG) 

gu idance.

d )  P o s t  C o n v ic t io n

Post co n v ic tio n  th e re  is like ly  to  be m uch dem and fro m  th e  media and fro m  the  

pub lic  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  and th is  m ay inc lude re leasing an im age. Forces are
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encouraged to  engage w ith  the  media and be as open as possibie. The reiease 

o f im ages a t th is  s tage  in the  c rim ina i ju s tice  process couid ass is t w ith  

d e te rr in g  p o te n tia i c rim ina is  and p reven ting  subsequent c rim e  as w eii as 

encourag ing  o th e r v ic tim s  and w itnesses to  com e fo rw a rd .

e )  A n t i s o c ia l  b e h a v io u r  o rd e rs

W here an A n ti-so c ia i B ehaviou r O rder (ASBO) is issued and no co u rt o rd e r o r 

re p o rtin g  re s tr ic tio n s  e x is t in re ia tion  to  the  sub jec t o f th a t o rde r, th e  poiice 

m ay cons ide r issu ing  an im age. There a re  no a u to m a tic  repo rting  res tric tions  

on ASBOs m ade in co u rt and th e  p resum ption  is th a t an ASBO can be reported .

In  genera i, a decis ion  abou t how and w here an im age is issued shouid re fiec t 

th e  need to  p ro te c t and  in fo rm  the  pub iic  as weii as p reven t fu r th e r  offences. 

The Home O ffice  have issued guidance in re ia tion  to  pub iic is ing an ti-soc ia i 

behav io u r o rders . Th is is ava iiab ie  a t:

w w w .re sp e c t.a o v .u k /m e m b e rs /a rtic ie .a sp x? id = 7 8 4 4 & te rm s= p u b iic itv& se a rch tv

p e = 2 & fra a m e n t= F a ise

f )  P e o p le  U n d e r  1 8

Peopie unde r 18 are no t usua iiy  iden tified  du ring  the  co u rt process and 

th e re fo re  im ages shou id  no t no rm a iiy  be reieased. H owever, fo r  those  aged 

be tw een 15 and 18 th e  co u rt m ay a iiow  them  to  be iden tified  once th e y  are 

conv ic ted  fo r  a se rious c rim e , such as m urder. In  these  c ircum stances, the  

sam e c rite ria  iis ted  above w iii appiy.

Im ages o f ju v e n iie s , w here  the re  is no Section 39 o rde r, m ay be issued w here  

th e re  a re  concerns fo r  th e ir  sa fe ty . E.g. m issing peopie.
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4. Record Keeping

All decis ions, inc lud ing  th e  reasons, to  release images shou ld  be recorded. W here 

a p p rop ria te  any  risk  assessm ent shou ld  also be recorded. Care should be taken  to  

ensure any  im age re leased and accom panying  deta ils  are as accura te  and up to  

da te  as possib le . R ationa les and o th e r records re la ting  to  th e  release o f im ages as 

p a rt o f an in ve s tig a tio n  m ay be sub jec t to  d isclosure unde r the  C rim ina l 

Procedures and In v e s tig a tio n s  Act.

5. Review

This gu idance  w ill be rev iew ed annua lly , o r m ore o ften  if  deem ed necessary ( fo r 

exam ple  fo llo w in g  a re le va n t s ta ted  case). I t  has been agreed th a t ACPO, th rough  

the  Media A d v iso ry  G roup , w ill be responsib le  fo r  m anaging th e  rev iew  process.

6. Further Guidance

There is fu r th e r  gu idance  on m edia issues ava ilab le  in th e  ACPO/CPS/Media 

Protocol -  P u b l i c i t y  a n d  t h e  C r im in a l  J u s t ic e  S y s te m  P r o to c o l  f o r  W o r k in g  T o g e th e r .  

h t t p : / / w w w . c p s . g o v . u k / P u b l ic a t i o n s / a g e n c ie s / m e d ia p r o t o c o l . h t m l

7 .  Agreement of Joint Guidance

(T itle  &  Nam e)
For and On B eha lf o f th e  Associa tion  o f C h ie f Police O fficers

(T itle  &  Nam e)
For and On B eha lf o f th e  C row n P rosecution Service
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Appendix A - Legal Context 

European Convention on Human Rights

A rtic le  6

A rtic le  6 o f th e  ECHR governs th e  r ig h t to  a fa ir  tr ia l. A rtic le  6 cons idera tions are 

m ost like ly  to  arise  w here  id e n tifica tio n  is th o u g h t to  be an issue. The pub lica tion  

o f an im age , how ever, w ill no t necessarily  underm ine  a fa ir  tr ia l o r breach the  

in d iv id u a l's  A rtic le  6 righ ts . I t  shou ld  still be possib le to  bring  a successful 

p rosecu tion  w here  pub lic  p ro tec tion  has necessitated th e  release o f an im age.

A rtic le  8

A rtic le  8 o f th e  ECHR covers th e  r ig h t to  respect fo r  p riva te  and fa m ily  life  and is 

re le va n t in any  decision to  re lease a person 's de ta ils , inc lud ing  a pho tog raph. 

A rtic le  8 (2 ) a llow s th e  s ta te  to  in te rfe re  w ith  th a t r ig h t if  it  is necessary and 

p ro p o rtio n a te  to  do so in the  in te res ts  o f pub lic  sa fe ty  o r fo r  th e  p reven tion  o f 

c rim e  o r d iso rde r. In  cons idering  th e  HRA, it  is necessary in each case to  balance 

th e  rig h ts  o f th e  ind iv idua l, inc lud ing  his o r her im m ed ia te  fa m ily , to  p rivacy  w ith  

th e  r ig h t o f th e  co m m u n ity  to  be p ro tec ted . In  do ing so, th e  fo llow ing  p rinc ip les 

a p p ly :

•  Is  th e  reason fo r  re leasing th e  pho tog raph  th e  p reven tion  o r de tec tion  o f c rim e  

o r th e  apprehens ion  o r p rosecu tion  o f offenders?

• Is  th e  re lease o f th e  pho tog raph  necessary? For exam ple , a re  m ore 

conven tio na l m ethods in a p p ro p ria te  o r ine ffec tive  o r have been tr ie d  and 

fa iled? Is  it  like ly  to  rea lly  ass is t in th e  p reven tion  o r de tec tion  o f c rim e  o r 

p rosecu tion  o r apprehension  o f o ffenders?

• Is  pub lish in g  th e  pho tog raph  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  a im  being pursued, bearing 

m ind  a n y  risk  to  the  pub lic  a n d /o r th e  seriousness o f th e  crim e? A re th e  

d e ta ils  to  be released th e  m in im u m  necessary to  ach ieve  th e  in tended 

purpose?

W here  th e  pub lic  is c lea rly  a t risk  fro m  a dangerous o ffende r, the  balance between 

th e  r ig h ts  o f th e  ind iv idua l and th e  rig h ts  o f the  genera l pub lic  to  be p ro tec ted  w ill 

a lm o s t a lw ays ju s t i fy  release o f th e  pho tog raph .
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A rtic le  10

E veryone  has th e  r ig h t to  freedom  o f expression. This r ig h t shall include freedom  

to  hold op in ions  and to  rece ive  and im p a rt in fo rm a tio n  and ideas w ith o u t 

in te rfe re n ce  by pub lic  a u th o r ity  and regard less o f fro n tie rs . This r ig h t does not 

p lace any  specific  o b liga tio n  on forces to  p rov ide  p a rticu la r in fo rm a tio n , and w ill be 

o f re levance  fo r the  m edia ra th e r th a n  th e  police o r CPS.

The H um an R ights Act needs to  be considered bu t, p rov ided  th e  questions in th e  

ch e ck lis t a t append ix  ( ii)  a re  addressed sa tis fa c to rily , should no t p reven t th e  

issu ing  o f an im age.

Data Protection Act 1998

Im a g e s  o f people in th e  possession o f th e  police are classed as personal data  

u n d e r th e  Data P ro tection  A ct (DPA). The A ct m ust th e re fo re  be com plied  w ith  

un less an e xem p tion  app lies. Th is m ay be, fo r  exam ple , w here  th is  is necessary fo r  

th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f ju s t ic e  o r o th e r g rounds u nde r Schedule 3 (See DPA 

S chedu le  3 paragraph 7 and o th e r g rounds  under th e  Processing o f S ens itive  Data 

O rde r 2 000 ) o r w here  co m p ly in g  w ith  th e  A ct w ould p re jud ice  th e  p reven tion  o r 

d e te c tio n  o f c rim e  o r th e  app rehens ion  o r p rosecution o f o ffende rs  (DPA Section  

2 9 ).
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Appendix B - Checklist

Below  are the  questions  th a t a decis ion m ake r w ill need to  consider w hen decid ing 

w h e th e r an im age shou ld  be re leased. In  any p a rticu la r case, th e re  m ay be o th e r 

re levan t questions o r fa c to rs  depend ing  upon the  c ircum stances, bu t th e  questions 

be low  w ill a lw ays be cen tra l to  any  decision to  release the  im age. I f  th e  steps 

be low  are fo llow ed , th e n  any decis ion to  release an im age w ill no rm a lly  be law fu l 

and com ply  w ith  th e  re le va n t leg is la tion .

1. Purpose in releasing image

a) W hat is th e  purpose in  re leasing the  image?

b) Is  it  fo r  a le g itim a te  purpose  such as the  p reven tion  o r de tec tion  o f c rim e  o r 

th e  p rosecu tion  o r app rehens ion  o f o ffenders? o r

c) Does i t  re in fo rce  con fidence  in the  C rim ina l Justice System  o r reassure th e  

law ab id ing public?

2. Necessity

a) Have a lte rn a tive s  w ays  o f ach iev ing  th is  purpose been tried?

- I f  no t have th e y  been considered?

- I f  considered bu t n o t tr ie d , w h y  have th e y  been re jected? Are th e y  no t v ia b le  

o r un like ly  to  be e ffec tive?

b) Are the  de ta ils  to  be released the  m in im um  necessary to  ach ieve  its 

in tended purpose  (a re  th e  de ta ils  accura te  and up to  da te ) ?

c) W ould th e  release o f th e  im age be like ly  to  ach ieve the  le g itim a te  purpose?

3. Proportionality

Taking in to  accoun t a ll th e  re le va n t fac to rs  is re leasing the  im age 
p ropo rtion a te . R e levan t fac to rs  w ill inc lude (b u t are no t lim ited  to )

•  na tu re  o f th e  o ffence

• po ten tia l r isk  to  th e  pub lic

• any re le va n t v ic tim  o r w itn e ss  issues

• po ten tia l im p a c t on th e  person to  be iden tified  (and th e ir  im m ed ia te  fa m ily ) .
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Appendix C -  ACPO Workbook

WORKBOOK FOR THE CREATION OF ACPO GUIDANCE/PRACTICE ADVICE

No new work to develop Guidance etc. can be commenced unless a Workbook, 
with the first page completed and accompanied by a completed Appendix 'A' 
is first submitted, through the Head of the Business Area, to the ACPO 
Programme Support Office for approval. This workbook, with all sections 
completed, must be included in the final document as an Appendix and 
submitted, through the Head of the Business Area, to the Programme Support 
Office for quality assurance prior to submission to Cabinet for approval as 
ACPO Doctrine.

T itle  o f G uidance

G uidance Notes on th e  Release o f Im ages o f Suspects and D efendants to  the  
Media

ACPO Reference Number
U nique re fe rence  nu m b e r: 2 008 /1 1

ACPO Commissioning
Nam e o f ACPO Business A rea: Presidentia l

Head o f Business Area com m iss ion ing  
th e  w o rk :

S ir Ken Jones

D ate A u th o rise d : 16 .04 .08

Pro jected da te  o f co m p le tio n : 20 .03 .08

Person Completing Work Book
Nam e: Force Address:

T /C I N ick B a rke r BTP FHQ, 25 Cam den Road, London N W l 
9LN

Em ail address: C ontact Tel. No:

n ich o la s .b a rke r@ b tp .p n n .p o lice .u k 0207 830 8930

Date the first page of this Workbook was completed and forwarded to the 
Programme Support Office:
2 5 .0 4 .0 8

For ACPO use only
Date QA check co m p le ted : 25 March 2009

Date re fe rred  to  HBA: 25 March 2009

D ate G u ide line s /P rac tice  Advice  signed 
o ff by HBA:

25 March 2009
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SECTION A - FOR USE ONLY WHERE AN EXISTING GUIDANCE OR 
PRACTICE ADVICE DOCUMENT IS BEING AMENDED AS THE RESULT OF A

REVIEW

A .l Title of original document:
Photographs o f Named People

A.2 Date of publication of original document:
21 O ctobe r 2003

SECTION B -  IMPACT UPON OTHER ACPO BUSINESS AREAS

B .l Give details of the impact on/dependencies with other ACPO 

Business Areas and existing Guidance/Advice

I f  B .l applies, please inform the relevant ACPO Policy Officer who will 

consult across other business areas

SECTION C - ACPO EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 
(DIVERSITY AUDIT) AS AGREED WITH THE CRE

C l. Identify all aims of the guidance/advice

C .1.1 Id e n t ify  th e  a im s and pro jected  ou tcom es o f the  gu idan ce /adv ice :
P rovide adv ice  to  Force Press o ffices in th e ir  dealings w ith  th e  m edia in re la tion  
to  w hen im ages can be released.________________ _________________________________
C .1 .2  W hich in d iv id u a ls  and o rgan isa tions  are like ly  to  have an in te res t 
o r like ly  to  be a ffected  by th e  proposal?____________________________

in

M edia, CPS, Force press o ffices

C2. Consider the evidence

C .2 .1  W ha t re le va n t q u a n tita tiv e  data has been considered?
Age N/A

D isa b ility N /A

G ender N/A

Race N/A

Relig ion /  B e lie f N/A

Sexual O rie n ta tio n N/A

C .2 .2  W ha t re le v a n t q u a lita tiv e  in fo rm a tio n  has been considered?

Age N/A
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#

D isa b ility N/A

G ender N/A

Race N/A

Religion /  Be lie f N/A

Sexual O rien ta tion N/A

C .2.3  W hat gaps in d a ta /in fo rm a tio n  w ere  identified?

Age N/A

D isab ility N/A

G ender N /A

Race N /A

Religion /  B e lie f N/A

Sexual O rien ta tion N/A

C .2 .4  W h a t cons ide ra tion  has been g iven to  com m ission ing research?
Age N/A

D isa b ility N /A

G ender N/A

Race N/A

Relig ion /  B e lie f N/A

Sexual O rien ta tion N /A

C3. Assess likely impact

C .3.1  From th e  ana lys is  o f da ta  and in fo rm a tio n  has any po ten tia l fo r  
d iffe re n tia l/a d v e rs e  im p a c t been iden tified?

Aqe N/A
D isa b ility N /A

G ender N/A
Race N/A

Religion /  B e lie f N /A
Sexual O rie n ta tio n N /A

C .3 .2  I f  yes exp la in  a n y  in te n tio n a l im pact:

Aqe N/A
D isa b ility N /A

G ender N/A
Race N /A

Relig ion /  B e lie f N /A
Sexual O rien ta tion N/A
C .3 .3  I f  yes exp la in  w h a t im p a c t was d iscovered w hich you fee l is ju s tif ia b le  
in o rd e r to  ach ieve  th e  ove ra ll proposal a im s. Please p rov ide  exam ples:

_______________ N/A
D isa b ility N /A

G ender N /A
Race N /A

Relig ion /  B e lie f N /A
Sexual O rie n ta tio n N /A
C .3 .4  Are th e re  any  o th e r fa c to rs  th a t m ig h t help to  exp la in  d iffe re n tia l 

/a d ve rse  im pact?
Age N/A
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D isab ility N/A
G ender N/A

Race N/A
Relig ion /  Be lie f N/A

Sexual O rien ta tion N/A

C4. Consider alternatives

C.4.1 S um m arise  w h a t changes have been m ade to  th e  proposal to  
reduce th e  po ten tia l fo r  d iffe re n tia l/a d ve rse  im pact:_________________

rem ove or

N /A
C .4.2  S um m arise  changes to  the  proposal to  rem ove o r reduce the  po ten tia l 
fo r  d iffe re n tia l/a d ve rse  im p a c t th a t w ere  considered bu t no t im p lem ented  and 
exp la in  w h y  th is  was the  case:________ ^ ^ _______________
N/A
C .4.3  I f  po ten tia l fo r  d iffe re n tia l/a d ve rse  im p a c t rem ains exp la in  w hy 

im p le m e n ta tio n  is ju s t if ia b le  in o rd e r to  m ee t th e  w ide r proposal 
a im s:

N /A

C5. Consult formally

C .5.1 Has th e  proposal been su b je c t to  consu lta tion?  I f  no, please s ta te  w hy
no t. I f  yes, s ta te  w h ich ind iv idua ls  and o rgan isa tions  w ere consulted and
w h a t fo rm  th e  consu lta tio n  took :

Age N/A
D isab ility N/A

G ender N/A
Race N/A

Relig ion /  Be lie f N /A
Sexual O rien ta tion N/A

C .5 .2  W hat was th e  ou tcom e o f th e  consu lta tion?
Age N /A

D isab ility N /A
G ender N/A

Race N/A
Relig ion /  Be lie f N /A

Sexual O rien ta tion N /A
C .5 .3  Has th e  proposa l been rev iew ed a n d /o r  am ended in lig h t o f the
ou tcom es o f consu lta tion?
N /A
C .5 .4  Have the resu lts  o f th e  consu lta tio n  been fed back to  th e

consultees?
N /A

C6. Decide whether to adopt the proposal

C.6.1 Provide a s ta te m e n t o u tlin in g  th e  fin d in g s  o f the  im pac t assessm ent 
process. I f  th e  proposal has been iden tified  as having a poss ib ility  to  
adve rse ly  im p a c t upon d iverse  co m m un itie s , the  s ta te m e n t should inc lude
ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r______ th e  im p le m e n ta tio n : __________________ _̂__________________
N /A
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C7. Make Monitoring Arrangements

C .7 .1  W hat cons ide ra tion  has been g iven  to  p ilo ting  the  proposal?
N /A
C .7 .2  W hat m o n ito rin g  w ill be im p lem en ted  a t a nationa l level by 

proposal ow n ing  agency a n d /o r o th e r nationa l agency?
the

The G uidance w ill be m on ito red  
consu lta tio n  w ith  Force Press O ffices

by th e  ACPO Media A dv iso ry  G roup in

C .7 .3  Is  th is  proposal in tended to  be im p lem en ted  by local 
have a s ta tu to ry  d u ty  to  im p a c t assess policies? I f  so, 
re q u ire m e n ts  a re  you_______ placing on th a t agency?_________

agencies th a t 
w h a t m on ito ring

N /A

C8. Publish Assessment Results

C .8.1 W hat fo rm  w ill th e  pub lica tion  o f th e  im pac t assessm ent take?

I t  is  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  o n  th e  A C P O  w e b s ite ,  t h e  im p a c t  
a s s e s s m e n t  b e  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  c o m p le t e d  d o c u m e n t  a s  th e  f i r s t  a p p e n d ix .  O n  th e  
A C P O  I n t r a n e t ,  t h e  w h o le  w o r k b o o k  w i l l  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  a s s is t  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  
o f  lo c a l  a u d i ts .

SECTION D - HUMAN RIGHTS REVIEW

D l. Does the proposal have significant human rights implications, 
either for the public or for the Police Service? Answer YES or NO:

No

I f  NO, go straight to Section E
I f  YES, answer the following questions and consider seeking legal advice

D .1 .1 . W ho w ill be a ffected  by th is  proposal?
• C o n s id e r  n o t  o n ly  t h e  d i r e c t  s u b je c t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  a ls o  o t h e r  

p e o p le  w h o  m a y  b e  a f f e c t e d  ( e .g .  b y s ta n d e r s ,  v ic t im s ,  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic ,  
p o l ic e  s t a f f ,  s u b je c t 's  f a m i l y )

D.1.2 Which of their rights are being protected?
• E .g .  t h e  r i g h t  to  l i f e ;  r i g h t  t o  s e c u r i t y ;  f r e e d o m  o f  b e l ie f ,  e x p r e s s io n  o r  

a s s e m b ly ;  r i g h t  t o  f a m i l y  l i f e ;  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y ;  r i g h t  to  p r o p e r t y

D .1 .3  For each person o r g roup  o f people , w h ich o f th e ir  C onvention  r igh ts  m ay 
th e  proposa l p o te n tia lly  in te rfe re  w ith  and how?
• E .g .  r i g h t  to  l i f e ;  p r o h ib i t i o n  o f  d e g r a d in g  t r e a t m e n t ;  r i g h t  t o  l i b e r t y ;  

r i g h t  to  f a i r  t r i a l ;  r i g h t  t o  d u e  p r o c e s s ;  r i g h t  to  p r i v a c y ;  f r e e d o m  o f  
b e l ie f ,  e x p r e s s io n ,  a s s e m b ly  a n d  a s s o c ia t io n
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Answer the following questions in respect of each interference with a 
right.

D .1 .4  Is  th e  in te rfe rence  lega l? Explain in fu ll:
• e .g .  E u r o p e a n  le g is la t io n .  A c t  o f  P a r l ia m e n t ,  s t a t u t o r y  in s t r u m e n t ,  

s t a t u t o r y  c o d e s ,  c o m m o n  la w

D .1 .5 . Is  th e  in te rfe rence  necessary? Explain in fu ll:
• I t  m a y  f o r  e x a m p le  b e  ju s t i f i e d  i f  i t  p r o te c t s  o t h e r s '  r ig h t s ,  e .g .  r i g h t  t o  

l i f e ;  r i g h t  t o  s e c u r i t y ;  f r e e d o m  o f  b e l ie f ,  e x p r e s s io n  o r  a s s e m b ly ;  r i g h t  
t o  f a m i l y  l i f e ;  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y ;  r i g h t  to  p r o p e r t y

• W h a t  " l e g i t im a t e  a i m s "  u n d e r  t h e  C o n v e n t io n  a r e  b e in g  p u r s u e d  in  
i n t e r f e r in g  w i t h  t h e  r ig h t ?

D .1 .6  Is  th e  in te rfe rence  p ro p o rtio n a te ? Explain in fu ll:
• W h a t  p r a c t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a c t io n s  a r e  a v a i la b le ?  W il l  a n y  o f  th e s e  n o t  

in t e r f e r e  o r  in t e r f e r e  le s s  w i th  a  r ig h t ?  I f  t h e y  w i l l ,  w h y  a r e  t h e y  n o t  
b e in g  u s e d ?

• I s  t h e  in t e r f e r e n c e  t h e  le a s t  in t r u s iv e  m e a n s  a v a i la b le ?

D .1 .7  Having considered th e  above po in ts, do you cons ider th a t th e  proposal -

(a ) Breaches a C onven tion  righ t?  YES o r NO:

(b ) Is  vu lne rab le  to  cha llenge? YES o r NO

N o te : in te r f e r e n c e  w i t h  a  r i g h t  d o e s  n o t  e q u a l a  b r e a c h  -  i f  a n  in te r f e r e n c e  is  
ju s t i f i e d ,  t h e r e  is  n o  b r e a c h .

SECTION E - DATA PROTECTION REVIEW

E.l Does this proposai reiate in any way to the processing of oersonai 
data? Answer YES or NO. I f  NO, go straight to Section F.

I f  YES, o u tlin e  how it  com p lies  w ith  the  Data Protection A ct, lis ting  the  
p rinc ip les sum m arised  be low . The ACPO Data P rotection and FOI P ortfo lio  
G roup w ill p rov ide  ass is tance  in iden tify ing  and addressing com pliance:

No

The Princip les:

a )  P e r s o n a l d a ta  s h a l l  b e  p r o c e s s e d  f a i r l y  a n d  l a w f u l l y ...

b )  P e r s o n a l d a ta  s h a l l  b e  o b t a in e d  o n ly  f o r  o n e  o r  m o r e  la w f u l  p u r p o s e s ...

c )  P e r s o n a l d a ta  s h a l l  b e  a d e q u a te ,  r e le v a n t  a n d  n o t  e x c e s s iv e  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e  
p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  i t  is  p r o c e s s e d

d )  P e r s o n a l d a ta  s h a l l  b e  a c c u r a t e  a n d ,  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  k e p t  u p  to  d a te
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e) Personal data processed for any purpose shall not be kept longer than Is 
necessary for that purpose

f) Personal data shall be processed In accordance with the rights of data 
subjects under the Act

g) Appropriate technical and organisational measures shall be taken against 
unauthorised or unlawful processing of personal data ...

h) Personal data shall not be transferred to any country outside the European 
Economic Area (EEA) unless the country or territory ensures an adequate 
level of protection for the rights and freedoms of data subjects In relation to 
processing of personal data

SECTION F - HEALTH & SAFETY REVIEW

F .l Does this proposal have significant health and safety implications 
for the public or for police staff? Answer YES or NO.

No

If YES, answer questions F.2. & F.3. If NO. go straight to Section G l.

F.2 Explain how the risks to health and safety have been assessed and 
what control measures have been put in place:

F.3 What are the health and safety duties and who is responsible for 
them? Explain in full:

G .l

SECTION G - BUREAUCRACY REVIEW

List the forms or databases that police staff will be required to 
complete as part of this proposal:

N/A

G.2 Give details of how you have reviewed the need for, content of and 
appropriateness of the forms or databases. Have you reduced their 
quantity or content?
Factors to consider:
• Whether the benefit o f gathering the Information exceeds the effort
• The cumulative Impact -  especially when there Is repeated entry of the 

same Information
• Retention period -  Is the Information disposed of at the optimum time?
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SECTION H - FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REVIEW

H.l Is this reviewed proposal exempt from publication under the FOIA? Answer 
YES or NO:

No

IF NO, go straight to Section I. If YES, give fuii detaiis of the exemptions 
that appiy and the reasons for them at H.2.1 -  2.3 beiow:

Reasons for Non- or Partiai Disciosure under Freedom of 
Information Act 2000

H.2.1 Is this document completely non-disclosable? Answer YES or NO
NO

H.2.2 If yes, whv? Which exemoltions appiy?

Section Description and Type 
of Exemption

Evidence / Rationaie for Appiication

H.2.3 Is this document partiaiiy disciosabie? Answer YES or NO

H.2.4 If yes, which parts of the document are not disciosabie and why? 
Which exemptions appiy?

Part of 
the
Document

Section Description and 
Type of Exemption

Evidence / Rationaie for 
Appiication

SECTION I -  IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION

I . l  Now that the audit is compiete the Guidance/Advice document 
shouid be prepared for consideration by the Head of Business Area - 
either for approvai and sign-off or, in some cases, referrai to ACPO 
Cabinet or Councii. Piease foiiow the attached ACPO Practice 
Guidance/Advice Tempiate.

Version 1.2 March 2009 18

MOD200001944



For Distribution to CPs

1 .2  Please ensure that a full consultation on the content of the final 
draft document is conducted with stakeholders, both Internal and 
external and ensure that their views are fully considered. Please 
detail below the organlsatlotis/indivWuals consulted:

Police Media professionals, Crown Prosecution Service, Ministry of Justice,

Representatives from Media including Society of Editors

1.3 Full consideration should be given to the following:

Financial implications/benefits 
Resource implications/benefits 
Potential performance/service improvements 
Risks
Learning requirement

Monitoring and Review

1.4 Detail below the on-going effects of this proposal:

The Guidance will provide structure and clarity to the release of images to the 
media.

1.5 How will it be monitored?

The Guidance will be reviewed regularly on the impact on Force Media 
Departments and the Guidance will be fully reviewed in two years._____________

1.6 By whom?

ACPO Lead for Media Advisory Group

1.7 At what intervals?

The Guidance will be reviewed in two years. The impact on force press offices wil 
be monitored at the quarterly ACPO MAG meetings._______________________

1.8 When is the next review of this proposal planned?

1 April 2011
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